Non-Profit
Organization
US Postage
PAID
Huntsville, AL
Permit No. 454

Messiah Lutheran Church
7740 Highway 72 West
Madison, Alabama 35758
Return Service Requested

Messiah Lutheran Church (ELCA) is located at 7740 Highway 72 West, just east of Hughes Road. Sunday Services of
Worship are at 8:30 am and 11:00 am. Sunday School is at 9:45 am. A nursery attendant is provided. All are
welcome. Our website is www.mlutheran.com. Church office hours are Monday through Friday, 8:00 am – 12:00
pm, staffed by our Office Managers. The Pastor is Rev. Scott Peterson. The Church telephone is (256) 721-0041.
Email: info@mlutheran.org. Newsletter submissions may be sent to Beth Gloe.

MESSIAH LUTHERAN

MESSENGER
January 2015
Volume 27 Issue 1
T he news l e t te r a nd ca l e nda r f or M e ss i a h L u t he r a n Chur c h ( EL CA) M a di s o n, Al a ba ma
INSIDE THIS ISSUE
1

January Calendar

2

Pastor’s Page/Services of Worship

3

Life Passages/Fellowship News

4

Outreach News

5

Music Notes/Birthdays/Council Notes

6

News Flashes

7

My Favorite Bible Verse

8

New Members

8

Month in Pictures

Contact Information
Messiah Lutheran Church
7740 Highway 72 West Madison, AL 35758
Phone: (256) 721-0041
Office Hours……….…….8:00 am – 12:00 pm Monday – Friday
Staff
Rev. Scott Peterson……………………………….………..…...Pastor
Cheryl Byers, Ellie Nelson………………..….…Office Managers
Claire Strand…………….…..…Director of Outreach Ministries
Lois Graff……………………..….…..Director of Music Ministries
Randall Fields………………..……….………….………Choir Director
Kert Reedstrom…………………Director of Education & Youth
Judy Sylvester………………….………….………Nursery Attendant

www.mlutheran.com
http://mlutheran.blogspot.com/

Page 1

MESSENGER – January 2015

E100 STARTS JANUARY 11 – See p. 2 & 3: Read the Essential 100 Bible passages
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1

New Year’s
Day

Pray for the jobless

January 2015

4

5

5pm Jr. Youth Meeting
6pm Sr. High Meeting

118:30am Worship:
Now the Feast w/ LS
9:45am E-100

Bible Study Begins
11am Worship:
Now the Feast w/LS
12:15pm InstrEnsmbl
12:15pm Fellowship
Plan
4pm Music @ Messiah
6pm Sr. High Meeting

18
8:30am Worship:
LBW Setting 2 w/LS
9:45am E-100 Bible
Study
11am Worship:
Contemporary Service
12:15 First Communion
Class
5pm Jr. Youth Meeting
6pm Sr. High Meeting

25
8:30am Worship:
ELW Setting 8
9:45am E-100 Bible
Study
11am Worship:
LBW Setting 2 w/LS
12:15pm Instrumental
Ensemble
12:15 First Communion
Class
6pm Sr. High Meeting

7

6

8:30am Worship:
WOV Service of
Word/Prayer
11am Worship:
WOV Service of
Word/Prayer

8

Friday

2

Saturday

3

Pray for the homeless

9

Pray for the hopeless

10

10am Comforters
NO CONFIRMATION
CLASSES

Larry & Judy
Johnston

12

13

9:30am Mom’s Bible
Study
David & Brandi
Kuykendall
Ben Zarazua,
Christina Zarazua,
Adriana Zarazua

19

Mike & Judy Kidd

Martin
Luther King
Day

Brian & Teresa Lee

26
9:30am Mom’s Bible
Study

Bruce & Karen
Machamer

10am Comforters

John & June Labansky
Marc

20

Greg & Meredith Kilby

14
5pm Confirmation
5:30pm Dinner
6pm Children’s Choirs
6:30pm Youth &
Notabella Choir
7:30pm Adult Choir

Erik & Victoria Lakso
Emma, Sophie

21

10am Comforters

5pm Confirmation
5:30pm Dinner
6pm Children’s Choirs
6:30pm Youth &
Notabella Choir
7:30pm Adult Choir

Steve & Leslie Leeper

Gary & Karin Lindsay
Athena, Andrea

27

28

7:30pm Bridge Club
in Parish Hall

John & Nancy Knox
Kenneth

15

Helen Kollman

16

Rebecca Kollmeyer

17

7pm Council Meeting

Scott & Robin Lakso

22

Gary & Juli Langford

23

Tien & Joy Le
Adam, Alex

24

8:30am Morning
Study Group

Phil & Judy Lindsey

29
8:30am Morning
Study Group

10am Comforters

5pm Confirmation
5:30pm Dinner
6pm Children’s Choirs
6:30pm Youth &
Notabella Choir
7:30pm Adult Choir

Carol Madden

Sherry Mahafza
Zachary, Joseph,
Jacob, Jordan

Cory & Lori Mahanna
Michael

**Member names listed each day of the month denote prayer families

Looking ahead…
• February 15th – Transfiguration Sunday & First Communion Celebration

Carola Long
Vanessa, Alexander

30

Tim & Sherry
Mansfield
Alexander

Glen Long & Rhonda
Gaede
Jeffrey, James

31

Steve & Patrice
Marotta
Paisley, Basia
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Pastor’s Page
By Pastor Scott Peterson

scott@mlutheran.com

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without
him not one thing came into being...And the Word became flesh and lived among us…
--John 1:1-3,14
Dear Friends of the Messiah: The Word who became flesh to live among us,
HERE’S THE BEST NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION EVER!!! Start this January and read the 100 Essential
Bible Passages in just five months. I have your guidebook for the ‘E100’ and I am anxious to give it to you.
These readings are typically about two Bible chapters long. They may be read in the comfort of your home at
whatever time fits your schedule. Just five readings per week: 50 from the Old Testament followed by 50
from the New Testament, and we will travel from Genesis to Revelation by the end of May.
As you take the E100 challenge, remember that your goal is not just to make it through the world’s greatest
book, or to gain more Bible knowledge, or to become more spiritually disciplined. Those things are very
important, but your higher goal is to get to know the Bible’s Author, God himself. The reason God gave us
the Bible is that he wants us to know who he is. It really is true: if you want to know God, read his Book.
--from the E100 guidebook
THINK OF ALL THE BENEFITS! Imagine the blessings for you and me and those we love from this simple
discipline of spending 5-20 minutes five times per week reading God’s word for the next five months. Before
summer arrives we will better know God. And, we will see the over-aching meaning and movement of God’s
word for us from ‘In the beginning’ of time all the way to the eternity God has prepared for us.
So, the question is…
E100: SHALL I DO THIS INDIVIDUALLY or with GROUP SUPPORT? That is up to you. Many will chose
to read individually. That’s great. Group support will be a 9:45 a.m. Sunday School class. I will lead that
class in the Parish Hall beginning January 11th. (Personally, I find group support helps me be accountable for
goals/resolutions. Even better, in a group I learn from others and it deepens friendships.) The E100 Sunday
School class can be attended every Sunday, or just those Sundays when it is possible with your schedule, or
not at all. Whatever works for you, my hope is that every household of MLC will get the blessings, growth,
and joy that God delivers to us through His Word.
E100 Guidebooks are available to be picked up at the Welcome Center in the narthex beginning this
Sunday, January 4th. The passages to be read this month are on page 3 of this newsletter. The first class for
adults will be Sunday, January 11th at 9:45 in the Parish Hall.
Expecting a New Year filled with God’s blessings,
Pastor Scott Peterson
P.S. – Parents with children Grades 1-12: In Sunday School your children will be reading the same
Essential 100 Bible passages as the adult class. So, you and your children can read through the Bible
together as a family. Exciting!

January Services of Worship
LBW = Lutheran Book of Worship WOV = With One Voice
ELW = Evangelical Lutheran Worship LS = Lord’s Supper

Sundays at 8:30 am

Sundays at 11:00 am

Jan 4
Jan 11
Jan 18
Jan 25

Jan 4
Jan 11
Jan 18
Jan 25

WOV Service of Word/Prayer
Now the Feast w/LS
LBW Setting 2 w/LS
ELW Setting 8

WOV Service of Word/Prayer
Now the Feast w/LS
Contemporary Service
LBW Setting 2 w/LS
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Life Passages
By Claire Strand

claire@mlutheran.com

This newsletter feature announces significant transitions in the life of our community of faith. Birth, Death,
Baptism, Graduation, Confirmation, Job Change Relocation, Engagement, Marriage, or any other life
passage you would like announced will be included, contact Claire Strand.

NEW MEMBERS: On Sunday December 14th we joyfully received into membership:
+Justin & Tricia Baune, Gretchen, Peyton, Camden
+Taylor & Dana Burton
+Kimberly Dennig
+Tim and Kari Pitchko, Greyson
+Adam & Erica Roberts, Evelyn, Logan
+Dennis & Diann Warner
BIRTH: Odin Michael Doubleday (7 lbs. 12 oz. 20.5 inches) was born December 22. Proud parents are Adam and Aimee
Doubleday, and proud grandparents are Mike and Sue Doubleday.

Fellowship Committee
By Greg Kilby & Christine Ryan
Want to learn to play bridge? Bridge Club will be held Friday January 10th at 7:30 PM in the
Parish Hall. Bring a friend and a snack to share! If you have questions, please contact Mary Ann
and Ed Stasiak.
Get involved with Fellowship! Our next Fellowship planning meeting will be held January
11th after the 11:00 a.m. service in the fellowship hall. We will be done no later than 1 PM.
Please plan to attend. We need to grow the fellowship committee and we have a place for you!
We will be planning fellowship events for the winter and spring. Fresh ideas are welcome! If
you have questions, please contact Greg Kilby or Christine Ryan. All are welcome at the spring
planning meeting!

E100 READINGS FOR JANUARY
January 11-17

January 18-24

January 25-31

Genesis 1:1-2:25

Genesis 12:1-20

Genesis 37:1-36

Genesis 3

Genesis 15:1-21

Genesis 39:1-41:57

Genesis 6:5-7:24

Genesis 21:1-22:19

Genesis 42:1-38

Genesis 8:1-9:17

Genesis 27:1-8:22

Genesis 43:1-44:34

Genesis 11:1-9

Genesis 32:1-33:20

Genesis 45:1-46:7

As you take the E100 challenge, remember that your goal is not just to make it through the world’s greatest
book, or to gain more Bible knowledge, or to become more spiritually disciplined. Those things are very
important, but your higher goal is to get to know the Bible’s Author, God himself. The reason God gave us
the Bible is that he wants us to know who he is. It really is true: if you want to know God, read his Book.
--from the E100 guidebook
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Outreach News
God’s People Reaching Out
By Jacquie Fry
At the beginning of a new year, it is a good thing to remember the many ways in which the
people of Messiah have reached out to those in our church, our community, and in the
world. Among these Outreach efforts were Easter bags for the shut-ins of our church family
and school supplies for local needy students. Food has been donated for hungry students
through the Weekend Food Program, plus a new food pantry for needy UAH students, and
donations to local food pantries.
Blankets, jackets, and clothes have been delivered to First Stop and Christmas Charities Year
Round. The last delivery to those charities included 16 jackets, hats, gloves and scarves, 6
bags of adult and child clothing--and an electric heater! In addition: Clothes, food, and
Christmas presents were given to a local family, including a quilt made by the Comforters.
Thank you to all the Messiah members who adopted a child from this year's Christmas Angel
tree! 30 children were adopted and provided with clothes and toys--including 9 bikes and
helmets! Many thanks to the Comforters for making a personalized blanket for each Angel
Tree child! These children will have a Christmas to remember through your generosity.
Outreach projects also touch the lives of those outside our community. Lutheran World
Relief kit ministry and the Comforters continue their work throughout the year and the LWR
Giving Mall gives opportunities to make a difference in people's lives in many different ways.
Messiah has also sponsored Benito Montoya School in Honduras with Lunches 4 Learning to
provide a lunch and vitamin to all students for the past 6 years. The yearly Handmade
Market in October is the largest fundraiser for this project. Advent offerings this year were
earmarked for a new, much-needed kitchen for the school. Each November Messiah sends
ambassadors to Benito Montoya to help celebrate the graduation of the sixth grade class and
present a Bible to each graduate. This year marked the first year that the graduates have
received lunches from L4L their entire school lives. As part of the Southeastern Synod,
Messiah also helps support the Lutheran church in Guatemala. Iglesia Luterana Agustina de
Guatemala preaches the gospel and helps meet the needs of 16 congregations. Most of
these congregations are in remote rural areas.
Please feel free to help with any of Messiah's projects. We welcome your assistance and
your input and ideas. There are so many needs around us. Not only the obvious ones-hunger, job loss, homelessness, poverty--but also feelings of loneliness and isolation, of
health concerns, of financial or personal worries. Maybe the person sitting next to you in
the pew is the person God is calling you to reach out to and to pray for her or him.
Thank you all for being God's people reaching out! Blessings in the new year as we serve
God by serving His children.
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Music Notes

Calendar

By Lois Graff
Thank you

SESLYO

Thank you to all who attended and supported the Ring & Sing concert on December 14th.
Donations of $295 were raised for the Madison Public Library. Special thanks to Rhonda
Gaede who coordinates this event and to Thrivent for sponsoring.
ALASIPI

Music at Messiah on January 11
Piano at Twilight, featuring pianist Debra Saylor will be the next Music at Messiah concert
on Sunday, January 11. In 2000, Miss Saylor won third prize in the Van Cliburn Piano
Competition for Outstanding Amateurs. She also won the award for the best performance
of a piece in the Romantic Period for her performance of Clair de Lune by Debussy, which
she will be performing for the concert. A free will offering will support Music at Messiah.
Sponsorships are also available. You may pick one up at the Welcome Center or ask in the
church office.

Council Update
1. The task force met regarding current plans
for the widening of Highway 72 projected to
begin summer 2016. The task force has
developed a list of questions and proposals
for ALDOT. The council approved the task
forces actions and directed that they contact
Troy Bell and Johnny Harris, ALDOT,
immediately. ALDOT must answer all
questions of concerned parties.
2. There has been a lot of talk about E100 as
part of the 25th Anniversary Celebration.
The hope is that every household will
complete the study. Discussion included
Pastor Scott talking to the mom’s group in
January about the feasibility of using it in
their Bible Study. A flyer was also discussed
for Sunday School parents that will provide
follow-up ideas for use with their children.
A Temple talk will be given about E100 on
January 11, 2015.
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News Flashes!
FIRST COMMUNION INSTRUCTION
First Communion instruction will be Sundays January
Thank
to all of1 the
members
of MessiahAll
who
18, 25,
andyou
February
beginning
at 12:15pm.
parents who wish to their have children ten years old
(or close) or older who have not had this instruction
are asked to call the MLC Office to register (256 721
0041). First Communion will be celebrated on
Transfiguration Sunday, February 15, at the 8:30 a.m.
service of worship. If you have questions, please talk
to Pastor Scott.

THANK YOU for your kindness
expressed through the generous
Christmas gifts I received from
the people of the Messiah. I am
grateful for the privilege of
serving as the pastor of MLC. In
His wisdom God gives us good
work to do as individuals and as
a community of faith.
Thankfully, I get to work with
you in the mission of our Lord.
–Pastor Scott Peterson

Mom’s Bible Study
The Mom’s Bible Study will resume on Monday, January 12th
and will meet every other Monday at 9:30 am. Childcare is
provided.
Comforter’s will resume
meeting on Tuesday,
January 6th @ 10:00.
Thank you to everyone
who participated in the
silent auction. Questions
contact Annette Joens.

This Spring we will be doing the Sparkhouse Animate:
Practices study. “Animate: Practices is an introduction to the
central practices of the Christian faith, why they are
important, and how we can take part in them today.
Sessions feature perspectives from Christian thought
leaders on topics such as prayer, worship, money, and
service.
The Animate: Practices Journal includes pages at the end of
each session that guide participants through six different
ways that they can practice the discipline during the
following week.”
Please contact Janell Zesinger if you are interested in
participating in this bible study.

Thank you to all of the members of Messiah who gave so generously of your time, talent, and
treasures during the holiday season and throughout the past year to
Messiah's many Outreach Ministries!
--Janell Zesinger
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My Favorite Bible Verse
My favorite bible verse is Mark 9:50 – “Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can you
make it salty again? Have salt among yourselves, and be at peace with each other.". There are a
few reasons why this is my favorite verse. It has gotten me through many of the hardships of high
school. It is also very good writing, especially in the gospel of Mark. This verse was even my
Confirmation verse for when I was confirmed last May. This verse is very important to me and I
believe anyone that is in a hard time right now will read this and help them get through it.
In the recent Advent services Pastor Scott had been talking about the differences between
the gospels of John and Mark and how John was more skilled in writing than Mark was. Yet, when
I read that verse in Mark I think it is one of the most well written and most beautiful metaphors in
the Bible. It is saying if salt loses its saltiness, it is virtually useless.
Salt was a precious seasoning to give zest to food. I believe that our personalities are our salt
and it is what makes us unique. That is why this verse helps me so much. Other people will try to
change you and make you like them and you lose your own uniqueness. This happens in high
school especially when people judge each other for not being like other people. That is why when
I read this verse it helps me and reminds me to stay true to myself and God. I hope to never let
anyone change me and I should not try to change anyone's personalities or beliefs. All should have
salt among themselves, and be at peace with each other.
-------A Sr. Youth Member

The El Barrial
community was
surprised and
excited to hear
that MLC has
been working
toward providing
a well and a
kitchen at Benito
Montoya School.
They send their
thanks for the
support you have
given over the
last 6 years.
Mucho Gracias!
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New Members 12/14/14
+Justin & Tricia Baune, Gretchen, Peyton, Camden

+Taylor & Dana Burton

+Kimberly Dennig

+Tim and Kari Pitchko, Greyson

+Adam & Erica Roberts, Evelyn, Logan

+Dennis & Diann Warner
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Month in Pictures - December

th

th

On December 14 MLC celebrated the 25 Anniversary
of the opening of Messiah’s membership charter.
Receptions were held an included welcoming new
members. Special thanks to Judy Starkloff for helping
with the reception.

The second annual Ornament and Tool Exchange was held on December
7th. Attending were Joe and Jean Stuart, Jim and Chris Fossum, Jim and
Ellie Nelson, Bill and Jan Murphy, Betty Roenfeldt, and hosts Greg and
Meredith Kilby

The 16th Annual Ring and Sing was on December 14th featuring the bell choirs –
Notabella,, Bell Trio and Quartet, and the Cherub Choir. The Instrumental Ensemble
and Adult Choir performed along with special guests Michelle Bono on flute and The
Luthermen quartet.

Consider saving paper…if you’d prefer to receive
an electric copy of this monthly newsletter, email
info@mlutheran.org

January 2015
Volume 27, Issue 1
The Messenger is a monthly publication published by
Messiah Lutheran Church. Material for publication
may be forwarded to Beth Gloe. The deadline for
the next month’s issue is January 24th.

