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April 1, 2020
HYMN: “Comfort, Comfort Now My People” vs 1,2 LBW

THE INVOCATION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE PRELUDE

SERVICE OF WORSHIP
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FIRST READING
40 Comfort, O comfort my people,
says your God.
2
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her
that she has served her term,
that her penalty is paid,
that she has received from the LORD’s hand
double for all her sins.
3
A voice cries out:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD,
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
4
Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.
5
Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,
and all people shall see it together,
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”
6
A voice says, “Cry out!”
And I said, “What shall I cry?”
All people are grass,
their constancy is like the flower of the field.
7
The grass withers, the flower fades,
when the breath of the LORD blows upon it;
surely the people are grass.
8
The grass withers, the flower fades;
but the word of our God will stand forever.
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Isaiah 40:1-8

Mark 1:1-8
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1 The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
2
As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,
“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way;
3
the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight,’”
4
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 And people from the
whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going
out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing
their sins. 6 Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather
belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 He
proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after
me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his
sandals. 8 I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit.”

GOSPEL

THE PSALM: Psalm 25:3-11
3
Show me your ways, O Lord and teach me your paths.
4
Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God
of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long.
5
Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, for they
are from everlasting.
6
Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;
remember me according to your love and for the sake of
your goodness, O LORD.
7
Gracious and upright is the LORD; therefore he teaches
sinners in his way.
8
He guides the humble in doing right and teaches his way
to the lowly.
9
All the paths of the LORD are love and faithfulness to those
who keep his covenant and his testimonies.
10
For your name’s sake, O LORD, forgive my sin,
for it is great.
11
Who are they who fear the LORD? He will teach them the
way that they should choose.

MEDITATION

HYMN: “On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry” vs 1,2,4 LBW
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THE BENEDICTION

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

THE OFFERING

I’m not your promised Savior. Just pavin’ the way for Him.
You better clean your life up. The Lord’ll come crashin’ in. Refrain.

The desert sand is gritty. And gritty is your sin.
Get down in the water. Through Jordan come on in. Refrain.

Dark as the shade of midnight. Dark as the stain of sin.
I been sent here to tell ya’, the Lord’ll be bargin’ in. Refrain.

Refrain.
Preparin’ the way for the Man.
Yeah! John’s preparin’ for the Lord.
Messiah, He’ll be here soon.
You sinners, clean up to get on board.

I live out in the desert. I came out here to preach.
I eat wild beans and honey. The Lord’s comin’ you to reach.
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Randall Fields

VOCAL SOLO: Preparin’ the Way for the Man from The Forever Adventure

THE POSTLUDE

HYMN: “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” vs 1,2 LBW
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