
1 
 

 
 

December 24, 2020 
 

Nativity of Our Lord 
 

 
 

Tune in to 98.5 FM 
 
 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
7740 Hwy 72 West, Madison, AL 35758 
(256)721-0041 / www.mlutheran.org 
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SERVICE of WORSHIP 
 
 

THE PRELUDE 
 

THE CHRISTMAS DIALOG  (from John 1) 
 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.  
 

The light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome 
it. 
 

Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them has light shined. 
 

We have beheld Christ’s glory, glory as of the only Son from the 
Father. 
 

HYMN: “Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful” vs 1,2,3,4 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray together: 
Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness 
of the true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light 
of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of his 
glory; through your only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

THE GOSPEL                                                                              John 1:1-14 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came 
into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. 
What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of 
all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it. 
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as 
a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through 
him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the 
light. 9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the 
world.  
10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet 
the world did not know him. 11 He came to what was his own, and his 
own people did not accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who 
believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13 who 
were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, 
but of God. 
14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 
glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 

 

THE SERMON 
 

THE OFFERING  
 

 
 
 
 



4 
 

THE OFFERTORY PRAYER   

Lord Jesus, thank you for coming down into this world and into our 
lives. Thank you for entering our darkness in order to bring us into 
your light. Be born in us so we may share your love and your life in 
all we say and do. Amen 

 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those  
   who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom,  
  and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever. Amen 
 

THE DISTRIBUTION (please follow Usher directions) 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS (on insert) 
 

THE LIGHTING of CANDLES or other LIGHTS 
 

(If wind prevents the use of candles, please use another personal light.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



5 
 

HYMN: “Silent Night”  vs 1,2,3 
 

 
 

THE CANDLELIGHT PRAYER 
 

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the 
true light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ 
presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through 
your only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

 

THE BENEDICTION 
 

THE POSTLUDE 


