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SERVICE of WORD and PRAYER 
from With One Voice 

 

 

THE PRELUDE 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

INVOCATION 
 

HYMN: “Awake, Awake, and Greet the New Morn”  vs 1,3,4 
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THE GREETING & DIALOG 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 

In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
 

In the Word was life, 
and the life was the light of all people. 
 

The Word became flesh and lived among us, 
and we have seen his glory, full of grace and truth. 
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SCRIPTURE SONG 
 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 

Let us pray. 
Almighty God, you once called John the Baptist to give witness to the 
coming of your Son and to prepare his way. Grant us, your people, the 
wisdom to see your purpose today and the openness to hear your will, 
that we may witness to Christ’s coming and so prepare his way; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen 
 

 



5 
 

THE FIRST LESSON                                                        Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
 

The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 
    because the LORD has anointed me; 
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 
    to bind up the brokenhearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
    and release to the prisoners; 
to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, 
    and the day of vengeance of our God; 
    to comfort all who mourn; 
to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 
    to give them a garland instead of ashes, 
the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
    the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 
They will be called oaks of righteousness, 
    the planting of the LORD, to display his glory. 
They shall build up the ancient ruins, 
    they shall raise up the former devastations; 
they shall repair the ruined cities, 
    the devastations of many generations. 
For I the LORD love justice, 
    I hate robbery and wrongdoing;  
I will faithfully give them their recompense, 
    and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 
Their descendants shall be known among the nations, 
    and their offspring among the peoples; 
all who see them shall acknowledge 
    that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed. 
I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 
    my whole being shall exult in my God; 
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
    he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
    and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
    and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 
so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 
    to spring up before all the nations. 
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THE PSALM                      Psalm 126 
 

1 When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, 
  then were we like those who dream. 

 

2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, 
  and our tongue with shouts of joy. 
 

3 Then they said among the nations, 
  “The LORD has done great things for them.” 
 

4 The LORD has done great things for us, 
  and we are glad indeed. 
 

5 Restore our fortunes, O LORD, 
  like the watercourses of the Negev. 
 

6 Those who sowed with tears 
  will reap with songs of joy. 
 

7 Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, 
  will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves. 
 

THE SECOND LESSON                                           1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
 

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; 
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the 
Spirit. Do not despise the words of prophets, but test everything; hold 
fast to what is good; abstain from every form of evil. 
May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit 
and soul and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: “Word of Life”  
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THE GOSPEL ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 1st chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

THE GOSPEL                                                                   John 1:6-8, 19-28 
 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a 
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He 
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.  
This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and 
Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” He confessed and 
did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” And they asked 
him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the 
prophet?” He answered, “No.” Then they said to him, “Who are you? 
Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about 
yourself?” He said, 

“I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 
‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’” 
as the prophet Isaiah said. 

Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, “Why then 
are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the 
prophet?” John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you 
stands one whom you do not know, the one who is coming after me; I 
am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” This took place in 
Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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HYMN: “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”  vs 1,3,4 
 

 
 

 

THE SERMON 
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HYMN: “Hark, the Glad Sound!”  vs 1,3,4 
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RESPONSE TO THE WORD  
 

In Christ, you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation. 
 

We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised 
Holy Spirit 
 

Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
  and born of the virgin Mary, 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended into hell. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

Build yourselves up on your most holy faith; 
pray in the Holy Spirit. 
Keep yourselves in the love of God; 
look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 
Everything old has passed away; 
behold, everything has become new! 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

God has given us the ministry of reconciliation. 
Therefore, let us be reconciled to God and to one another. 
 

(silence for reflection and self examination.) 
 

Gracious God, 
 

Have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins,  
known and unknown, things done and left undone. 
Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and  
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serve you in newness of life, 
To the honor and glory of your holy name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power 
of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE  
 

Sisters and brothers, rejoice. Mend your ways, encourage one another, 
Agree with one another, live in peace. 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

THE OFFERING 
 

THE OFFERTORY: “Glory to You, God” vs. 1 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER  
 

Let us pray. 
Merciful God, 
In the mystery of the Word made flesh, you embrace our lives with 
your great love for humanity. With joy and gladness we ask that 
these gifts may be for many a sign of that love, and that we may 
continue to share in your divine life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 

 

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
 

As God’s people called to love one another, 
let us pray for the needs of the Church, the human family, and all the 
world. 
 

 God of mercy, 
 Hear our prayer. 
 

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, grant us, O God, 
for the sake of Christ who died and rose again, and now lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.  
Amen 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those  
   who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom,  
  and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever. Amen 
 

THE BLESSING  
 

Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,  
bless you now and forever. 
Amen 
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HYMN: “Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel”  vs 1,4,5 
 

 

 
THE DISMISSAL 
 

THE POSTLUDE 


