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February 21, 2021 
 

The First Sunday of Lent 
 

 
If you are an online guest today, please  

leave a record of your visit, below. Thank you!  
  

Online Guest Form  

 
 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
7740 Hwy 72 West, Madison, AL 35758 
(256)721-0041 / www.mlutheran.org 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf1h9pffP9qU-W67MdU_EB1qZHCP7kNBJdj3QLq_CVRPxxV8A/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1
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SERVICE of WORD and PRAYER 
from With One Voice 

 

THE PRELUDE: Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

INVOCATION 
 

HYMN: “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”  vs 1,2,4 
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THE GREETING & DIALOG 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 

The word is near you, 
on your lips and in your heart. 
 

If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord, 
and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you 
will be saved. 
 

Faith comes from what is heard, 
and what is heard comes through the word of Christ. 
 

SCRIPTURE SONG 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 

Let us pray. 
O Lord God, you led your ancient people through the wilderness and 
brought them to the promised land. Guide now the people of your 
Church, that, following our Savior, we may walk through the wilderness 
of this world toward the glory of the world to come; through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen 
 

TEMPLE TALK: Davidson Farms Cottage Homes 
 

VOCAL SOLO: The Gift of Love                                               Randall Fields 
 

THE FIRST LESSON                                                                 Isaiah 43:1-7 
 

43 But now thus says the LORD, 
    he who created you, O Jacob, 
    he who formed you, O Israel: 
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 
    I have called you by name, you are mine. 
2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 
    and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 
    and the flame shall not consume you. 
3 For I am the LORD your God, 
    the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 
I give Egypt as your ransom, 
    Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. 
4 Because you are precious in my sight, 
    and honored, and I love you, 
I give people in return for you, 
    nations in exchange for your life. 
5 Do not fear, for I am with you; 
    I will bring your offspring from the east, 
    and from the west I will gather you; 
6 I will say to the north, “Give them up,” 
    and to the south, “Do not withhold; 
bring my sons from far away 
    and my daughters from the end of the earth— 
7 everyone who is called by my name, 
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    whom I created for my glory, 
    whom I formed and made.” 

 

THE PSALM                      Psalm 36:5-10 
 

5 Your love, O LORD, reaches to the heavens, 
  and your faithfulness to the clouds. 

 

6 Your righteousness is like the strong mountains, 
 your justice like the great deep; 
  you save both man and beast, O LORD. 
 

7 How priceless is your love, O God! 
  your people take refuge 
  under the shadow of your wings. 
 

8 They feast upon the abundance of your house; 
  you give them drink 
  from the river of your delights. 
 

9 For with you is the well of life, 
  and in your light we see light. 
 

10 Continue your lovingkindness to those who know you, 
  and your favor to those who are true of heart. 

 

THE SECOND LESSON                                                      1 Corinthians 13 
 

13 If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have 
love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 And if I have prophetic 
powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have 
all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am 
nothing. 3 If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand over my body 
so that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. 
4 Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or 
arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or 
resentful; 6 it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. 7 It 
bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 
8 Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as 
for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an 
end. 9 For we know only in part, and we prophesy only in part; 10 but 
when the complete comes, the partial will come to an end. 11 When I was 
a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; 
when I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways. 12 For now we see 
in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know only 
in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known. 13 And 
now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is 
love. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: “Word of Life”  

 
 

THE GOSPEL ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 10th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

THE GOSPEL                                                                          John 10:11-18 
 

11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 
sheep. 12 The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the 
sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and 
the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13 The hired hand runs away 
because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. 14 I am the good 
shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15 just as the Father 
knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the 
sheep. 16 I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring 
them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, 
one shepherd. 17 For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down 
my life in order to take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay 
it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power 
to take it up again. I have received this command from my Father.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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HYMN: “One There Is, above All Others” all verses 
 

 
 

 

THE SERMON 
 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD  
 

In Christ, you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation. 
 

We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised 
Holy Spirit 
 

Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 
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I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
  and born of the virgin Mary, 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended into hell. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

Build yourselves up on your most holy faith; 
pray in the Holy Spirit. 
Keep yourselves in the love of God; 
look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 
Everything old has passed away; 
behold, everything has become new! 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

God has given us the ministry of reconciliation. 
Therefore, let us be reconciled to God and to one another. 
 

(silence for reflection and self examination.) 
 

Gracious God, 
 

Have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins,  
known and unknown, things done and left undone. 
Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and  
serve you in newness of life, 
To the honor and glory of your holy name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power 
of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
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THE SHARING OF THE PEACE  
 

Sisters and brothers, rejoice. Mend your ways, encourage one another, 
Agree with one another, live in peace. 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

THE OFFERING 
 

THE OFFERTORY: “Glory to You, God” vs. 2 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER  
 

Let us pray. 
Gracious God, 
In the abundance of your steadfast love, you call us from death to 
life, from silence to speech, from idleness to action. With these gifts 
we offer ourselves to you, and with the Church through all the ages 
we give thanks for your saving love in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
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THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
 

As God’s people called to love one another, 
let us pray for the needs of the Church, the human family, and all the 
world. 
 

 God of mercy, 
 Hear our prayer. 
 

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, grant us, O God, 
for the sake of Christ who died and rose again, and now lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.  
Amen 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those  
   who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom,  
  and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever. Amen 
 

THE BLESSING  
 

Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,  
bless you now and forever. 
Amen 
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HYMN: “We All Are One in Mission”  all verses 
 

 

THE DISMISSAL 
 

THE POSTLUDE: Reflection on Wondrous Love 


