March 17, 2021

Lent Mid-Week Worship

If you are an online guest today, please
leave a record of your visit, below. Thank you!

Online Guest Form
Our Lenten Series:
Running Away from God?

February 17 – Adam and Eve
February 24 – Jacob
March 3 – Moses
March 10 – Jonah
March 17 – Nicodemus
March 24 – Rich Young Man
Maundy Thursday, April 1 – The Good Samaritan
Good Friday, April 2 – Jesus’ First Disciples
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SERVICE OF WORSHIP
Holden Evening Prayer
THE PRELUDE: The Old Castle
THE INVOCATION
THE SERVICE OF LIGHT
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EVENING HYMN: “Joyous Light of Heav’nly Glory”
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EVENING THANKSGIVING

PSALM 141: “Let My Prayer Rise Up as Incense”
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PRAYER
(silence for meditation)
May our prayers come before you, O God, as incense, and may your
presence surround and fill us, so that in union with all creation, we
might sing your praise and your love in our lives.
Amen
READING

John 3:1-21

3 Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the
Jews. 2 He came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that
you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs
that you do apart from the presence of God.” 3 Jesus answered him,
“Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being
born from above.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born
after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s
womb and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one
can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and
Spirit. 6 What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit
is spirit. 7 Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born
from above.’ 8 The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound
of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is
with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9 Nicodemus said to him, “How
can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel,
and yet you do not understand these things?
11
“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what
we have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. 12 If I have told you
about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell
you about heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven except
the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And just as
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man
be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.
16
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.
17
“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the
world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.
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HYMN: “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” all verses

MEDITATION: Running Away from God?: Nicodemus
THE OFFERING

(Offerings designated as Lent offerings benefit Davidson Farms Cottage Homes)
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THE OFFERTORY: “Take My Life, that I May Be” vs 1,3,6

The light shines in the darkness
And the darkness has not overcome it.
THE ANNUNCIATION & THE MAGNIFICAT
An angel went from God to a town called Nazareth to a woman whose
name was Mary. The angel said to her, “Rejoice, O highly favored, for
God is with you. You shall bear a child, and his name shall be Jesus, the
Chosen One of God Most High.” And Mary said, “I am the servant of
my God, I live to do your will.”
THE MAGNIFICAT
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THE LITANY
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PRAYERS
Great and merciful God, Source and Ground of all goodness and life,
give to your people the peace that passes all understanding, and the will
to live your Gospel of mercy and justice, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
God, remember us in your love, and teach us to pray:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen
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FINAL BLESSING

THE POSTLUDE: Jesus, I Will Ponder Now
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
LIVESTREAM LENTEN WORSHIP at 7:00 p.m.
Worship online following link provided at https://mlutheran.org. The
livestream will be available as a recording also.
LENT OFFERINGS
Lent midweek offerings will go to Davidson Farms Cottage Homes project,
unless otherwise designated:
https://www.kidstolove.org/davidson-farms
HOLDEN EVENING PRAYER BOOKLETS
to borrow are available on MLC’s Give and Take Cart on Sunday morning
or call the church office to pick one up during office hours.
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