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March 14, 2021 
 

The Fourth Sunday in Lent 
 

 
 

If you are an online guest today, please  
leave a record of your visit, below. Thank you!  

  

Online Guest Form  

 
Messiah Lutheran Church 

7740 Hwy 72 West, Madison, AL 35758 
(256)721-0041 / www.mlutheran.org 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf1h9pffP9qU-W67MdU_EB1qZHCP7kNBJdj3QLq_CVRPxxV8A/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1
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SERVICE OF WORSHIP 
Bread of Life from With One Voice 

 

 
 

THE PRELUDE: When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Amen 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Amen 
 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 
in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will 
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

(Silence for reflection and self-examination.) 
 

Most merciful God, 
 

We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive 
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and 
walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us and 
for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained 
minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare 
to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, 
and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Amen 
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HYMN: “O God of Mercy, God of Light”  vs 1,3,4,6 
 

 
 

 
 
 

THE GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 And also with you. 
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THE KYRIE 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 

Let us pray. 
God of all mercy, by your power to heal and to forgive, graciously 
cleanse us from all sin and make us strong; through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
Amen 
 

VOCAL SOLO: Hine Ma Tov                                                         Randall Fields 
 

(Translation: How good and pleasant it is that people live together in peace.) 
 

THE FIRST LESSON                                                               Genesis 45:3-15 
 

3 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But 
his brothers could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his 
presence. 
4 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came 
closer. He said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into 
Egypt. 5 And now do not be distressed, or angry with yourselves, 
because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve 
life. 6 For the famine has been in the land these two years; and there are 
five more years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. 7 God 
sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep 
alive for you many survivors. 8 So it was not you who sent me here, but 
God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and 
ruler over all the land of Egypt. 9 Hurry and go up to my father and say 
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to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; 
come down to me, do not delay. 10 You shall settle in the land of Goshen, 
and you shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s 
children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. 11 I 
will provide for you there—since there are five more years of famine to 
come—so that you and your household, and all that you have, will not 
come to poverty.’ 12 And now your eyes and the eyes of my brother 
Benjamin see that it is my own mouth that speaks to you. 13 You must 
tell my father how greatly I am honored in Egypt, and all that you have 
seen. Hurry and bring my father down here.” 14 Then he fell upon his 
brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, while Benjamin wept upon his 
neck. 15 And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that 
his brothers talked with him. 

 

THE PSALM                      Psalm 133 
 

1 Oh, how good and pleasant it is 
  when brethren live together in unity! 

2 It is like fine oil upon the head 
  that runs down upon the beard, 
3 Upon the beard of Aaron, 
  and runs down upon the collar of his robe. 
4 It is like the dew of Hermon 
  that falls upon the hills of Zion. 
5 For there the LORD has ordained the blessing; 
  life forevermore. 
 

THE SECOND LESSON                                            Ephesians 4:1-7, 14-16 
4 I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of 
the calling to which you have been called, 2 with all humility and 
gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3 making 
every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the 
one hope of your calling, 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God 
and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all. 
7 But each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ’s 
gift.  
14 We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by 
every wind of doctrine, by people’s trickery, by their craftiness in 
deceitful scheming. 15 But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up 
in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16 from whom the 
whole body, joined and knit together by every ligament with which it is 
equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes the body’s growth 
in building itself up in love. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: “Return to the Lord” 

 

 
 

THE GOSPEL ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 6th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

THE GOSPEL                                                                           Luke 6:27-38 
 

27 “But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who 
hate you, 28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse 
you. 29 If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; and from 
anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your 
shirt. 30 Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away 
your goods, do not ask for them again. 31 Do to others as you would have 
them do to you. 
32 “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even 
sinners love those who love them. 33 If you do good to those who do 
good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. 34 If 
you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to 
you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. 35 But love 
your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your 
reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High; for he 
is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. 36 Be merciful, just as your 
Father is merciful. 
37 “Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you 
will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38 give, and it 
will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, 
running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be 
the measure you get back.” 
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The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

HYMN: “Blest Be the Tie that Binds”  all verses 
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THE SERMON 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
  and born of the virgin Mary, 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended into hell. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

THE OFFERING 
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THE OFFERTORY: “Create in Me a Clean Heart”  
 

 
 

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE  
The peace of the Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
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THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all 
people according to their needs.  

 

  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting 
in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us. 
 Our Father in heaven, 
  hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, 
  your will be done, 
   on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins 
  as we forgive those  
   who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial 
  and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power 
  and the glory are yours, 
  now and forever. Amen 
 

THE BENEDICTION  
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HYMN: “Abide With Me”  vs 1,2,5 

 

 
 

THE DISMISSAL 
 

THE POSTLUDE: Fantasia 
 


