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THE PRELUDE: O Love that Will Not Let Me Go
ANNOUNCEMENTS
INVOCATION
HYMN: “O Love That Will Not Let Me Go” vs 1,3,4

from With One Voice

SERVICE of WORD and PRAYER
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SCRIPTURE SONG

THE GREETING & DIALOG
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
The word is near you,
on your lips and in your heart.
If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord,
and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you
will be saved.
Faith comes from what is heard,
and what is heard comes through the word of Christ.

3

Acts 11:1-18

11 Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the
Gentiles had also accepted the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to
Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him, 3 saying, “Why did
you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?” 4 Then Peter began to
explain it to them, step by step, saying, 5 “I was in the city of Joppa
praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large
sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and
it came close to me. 6 As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals,
beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. 7 I also heard a voice saying
to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8 But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord;
for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 9 But a
second time the voice answered from heaven, ‘What God has made
clean, you must not call profane.’ 10 This happened three times; then
everything was pulled up again to heaven. 11 At that very moment three
men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house where we
were. 12 The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a distinction
between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we
entered the man’s house. 13 He told us how he had seen the angel
standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who
is called Peter; 14 he will give you a message by which you and your
entire household will be saved.’ 15 And as I began to speak, the Holy
Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning. 16 And I
remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized with
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17 If then God gave
them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus
Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?” 18 When they heard this, they
were silenced. And they praised God, saying, “Then God has given even
to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.”

THE FIRST LESSON

HAND BELL SOLO: The King of Love My Shepherd Is Rebbecca Alferink

Let us pray.
Almighty God, our redeemer, in our weakness we have failed to be your
messengers of forgiveness and hope in the world. Renew us by your
Holy Spirit, that we may follow your commands and proclaim your
reign of love; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen

PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Psalm 34:17-22

2 Corinthians 4:1-8

4 Therefore, since it is by God’s mercy that we are engaged in this
ministry, we do not lose heart. 2 We have renounced the shameful things
that one hides; we refuse to practice cunning or to falsify God’s word;
but by the open statement of the truth we commend ourselves to the
conscience of everyone in the sight of God. 3 And even if our gospel is
veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4 In their case the god of
this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from
seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of
God. 5 For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as
Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. 6 For it is the God who
said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to
give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ.
7
But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that
this extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come from
us. 8 We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not
driven to despair;

THE SECOND LESSON

The righteous cry,
and the LORD hears them
and delivers them
from all their troubles.
18
The LORD is near to the brokenhearted
and will save those
whose spirits are crushed.
19
Many are the troubles of the righteous,
but the LORD will deliver him
out of them all.
20
He will keep safe all his bones;
not one of them shall be broken.
21
Evil shall slay the wicked,
and those who hate the righteous
will be punished.
22
The LORD ransoms
the life of his servants,
and none will be punished
who trust in him.

17

THE PSALM
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Luke 15:11-32
12

Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. The younger
of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that
will belong to me.’ So he divided his property between them. 13 A few
days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant
country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute
living. 14 When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place
throughout that country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and
hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to
his fields to feed the pigs. 16 He would gladly have filled himself with the
pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. 17 But
when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands
have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! 18 I will
get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned
against heaven and before you; 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your
son; treat me like one of your hired hands.”’ 20 So he set off and went to
his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled
with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed
him. 21 Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven
and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22 But the
father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and
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THE GOSPEL

THE GOSPEL ANNOUNCEMENT
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 15th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: “Word of Life”
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The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 And get
the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24 for this son of
mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ And they
began to celebrate.
25
“Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached
the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 He called one of the slaves and
asked what was going on. 27 He replied, ‘Your brother has come, and
your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe
and sound.’ 28 Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father
came out and began to plead with him. 29 But he answered his father,
‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you, and
I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me
even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. 30 But when
this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property with
prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’ 31 Then the father said to
him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32 But
we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead
and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.’”

7

THE SERMON

HYMN: “Our Father, We Have Wandered” all verses
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Gracious God,
Have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins,
known and unknown, things done and left undone.
Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and

(silence for reflection and self examination.)

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
God has given us the ministry of reconciliation.
Therefore, let us be reconciled to God and to one another.

Build yourselves up on your most holy faith;
pray in the Holy Spirit.
Keep yourselves in the love of God;
look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ.
If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:
Everything old has passed away;
behold, everything has become new!

RESPONSE TO THE WORD
In Christ, you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your
salvation.
We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised
Holy Spirit
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
and born of the virgin Mary,
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father,
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen
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THE OFFERTORY: “Glory to You, God” vs. 2

THE OFFERING

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE
Sisters and brothers, rejoice. Mend your ways, encourage one another,
Agree with one another, live in peace.
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

serve you in newness of life,
To the honor and glory of your holy name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through
our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power
of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
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Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
Amen

THE BLESSING

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

THE LORD’S PRAYER
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All these things and whatever else you see that we need, grant us, O God,
for the sake of Christ who died and rose again, and now lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.
Amen

God of mercy,
Hear our prayer.

As God’s people called to love one another,
let us pray for the needs of the Church, the human family, and all the
world.

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray.
Gracious God,
In the abundance of your steadfast love, you call us from death to
life, from silence to speech, from idleness to action. With these gifts
we offer ourselves to you, and with the Church through all the ages
we give thanks for your saving love in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

HYMN: “I Love to Tell the Story” all verses
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THE POSTLUDE: Bouree and Finale

THE DISMISSAL
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