March 10, 2021

Lent Mid-Week Worship

If you are an online guest today, please
leave a record of your visit, below. Thank you!

Online Guest Form
Our Lenten Series:
Running Away from God?

February 17 – Adam and Eve
February 24 – Jacob
March 3 – Moses
March 10 – Jonah
March 17 – Nicodemus
March 24 – Rich Young Man
Maundy Thursday, April 1 – The Good Samaritan
Good Friday, April 2 – Jesus’ First Disciples

Messiah Lutheran Church
7740 Hwy 72 West, Madison, AL 35758
(256)721-0041 / www.mlutheran.org

1

SERVICE OF WORSHIP
Holden Evening Prayer
THE PRELUDE
THE INVOCATION
THE SERVICE OF LIGHT
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EVENING HYMN: “Joyous Light of Heav’nly Glory”
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EVENING THANKSGIVING

PSALM 141: “Let My Prayer Rise Up as Incense”
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PRAYER
(silence for meditation)
May our prayers come before you, O God, as incense, and may your
presence surround and fill us, so that in union with all creation, we
might sing your praise and your love in our lives.
Amen
READING

Jonah 1:1-17, 2:10 – 4:4

1 Now the word of the LORD came to Jonah son of Amittai,
saying, 2 “Go at once to Nineveh, that great city, and cry out against it;
for their wickedness has come up before me.” 3 But Jonah set out to flee
to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD. He went down to Joppa and
found a ship going to Tarshish; so he paid his fare and went on board, to
go with them to Tarshish, away from the presence of the LORD.
4
But the LORD hurled a great wind upon the sea, and such a mighty
storm came upon the sea that the ship threatened to break up. 5 Then the
mariners were afraid, and each cried to his god. They threw the cargo
that was in the ship into the sea, to lighten it for them. Jonah, meanwhile,
had gone down into the hold of the ship and had lain down, and was fast
asleep. 6 The captain came and said to him, “What are you doing sound
asleep? Get up, call on your god! Perhaps the god will spare us a thought
so that we do not perish.”
7
The sailors said to one another, “Come, let us cast lots, so that we may
know on whose account this calamity has come upon us.” So they cast
lots, and the lot fell on Jonah. 8 Then they said to him, “Tell us why this
calamity has come upon us. What is your occupation? Where do you
come from? What is your country? And of what people are you?” 9 “I
am a Hebrew,” he replied. “I worship the LORD, the God of heaven, who
made the sea and the dry land.” 10 Then the men were even more afraid,
and said to him, “What is this that you have done!” For the men knew
that he was fleeing from the presence of the LORD, because he had told
them so.
11
Then they said to him, “What shall we do to you, that the sea may
quiet down for us?” For the sea was growing more and more
tempestuous. 12 He said to them, “Pick me up and throw me into the sea;
then the sea will quiet down for you; for I know it is because of me that
this great storm has come upon you.” 13 Nevertheless the men rowed
hard to bring the ship back to land, but they could not, for the sea grew
more and more stormy against them. 14 Then they cried out to the LORD,
“Please, O LORD, we pray, do not let us perish on account of this man’s
life. Do not make us guilty of innocent blood; for you, O LORD, have
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done as it pleased you.” 15 So they picked Jonah up and threw him into
the sea; and the sea ceased from its raging. 16 Then the men feared
the LORD even more, and they offered a sacrifice to the LORD and made
vows. 17 But the LORD provided a large fish to swallow up Jonah; and
Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights.
210 Then the LORD spoke to the fish, and it spewed Jonah out upon the
dry land.
3 The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2 “Get up,
go to Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell
you.” 3 So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, according to the word of
the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days’
walk across. 4 Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And
he cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5 And
the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and
everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth.
6
When the news reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his throne,
removed his robe, covered himself with sackcloth, and sat in
ashes. 7 Then he had a proclamation made in Nineveh: “By the decree of
the king and his nobles: No human being or animal, no herd or flock,
shall taste anything. They shall not feed, nor shall they drink
water. 8 Human beings and animals shall be covered with sackcloth, and
they shall cry mightily to God. All shall turn from their evil ways and
from the violence that is in their hands. 9 Who knows? God may relent
and change his mind; he may turn from his fierce anger, so that we do
not perish.”
10
When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways,
God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would
bring upon them; and he did not do it.
4 But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2 He
prayed to the LORD and said, “O LORD! Is not this what I said while I
was still in my own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the
beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to
anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from
punishing. 3 And now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for it is
better for me to die than to live.” 4 And the LORD said, “Is it right for
you to be angry?”
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HYMN: “Amazing Grace” vs 1,3,4

MEDITATION: Running Away from God?: Jonah
THE OFFERING

(Offerings designated as Lent offerings benefit Davidson Farms Cottage Homes)
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THE OFFERTORY: “Take My Life, that I May Be” vs 1,3,6

The light shines in the darkness
And the darkness has not overcome it.
THE ANNUNCIATION & THE MAGNIFICAT
An angel went from God to a town called Nazareth to a woman whose
name was Mary. The angel said to her, “Rejoice, O highly favored, for
God is with you. You shall bear a child, and his name shall be Jesus, the
Chosen One of God Most High.” And Mary said, “I am the servant of
my God, I live to do your will.”
THE MAGNIFICAT
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THE LITANY
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PRAYERS
Great and merciful God, Source and Ground of all goodness and life,
give to your people the peace that passes all understanding, and the will
to live your Gospel of mercy and justice, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
God, remember us in your love, and teach us to pray:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen
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FINAL BLESSING

THE POSTLUDE
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
LIVESTREAM LENTEN WORSHIP at 7:00 p.m.
Worship online following link provided at https://mlutheran.org. The
livestream will be available as a recording also.
LENT OFFERINGS
Lent midweek offerings will go to Davidson Farms Cottage Homes project,
unless otherwise designated:
https://www.kidstolove.org/davidson-farms
HOLDEN EVENING PRAYER BOOKLETS
to borrow are available on MLC’s Give and Take Cart on Sunday morning
or call the church office to pick one up during office hours.
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