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April 25, 2021 
 

The Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 

 
 
 

 
If you are an online guest today, please  

leave a record of your visit, below. Thank you!  
  

Online Guest Form  

 
Messiah Lutheran Church 

7740 Hwy 72 West, Madison, AL 35758 
(256)721-0041 / www.mlutheran.org 

Christ as the Good Shepherd, Mosaic, 425 AD 
Mausoleum of Galla Placidia, Ravenna, Italy 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf1h9pffP9qU-W67MdU_EB1qZHCP7kNBJdj3QLq_CVRPxxV8A/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1
http://www.mlutheran.org/
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SERVICE OF WORSHIP 
Bread of Life from With One Voice 

 

 

THE PRELUDE 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Amen 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Amen 
 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 
in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will 
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

(Silence for reflection and self-examination.) 
 

Most merciful God, 
 

We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive 
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and 
walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us and 
for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained 
minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare 
to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, 
and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Amen 
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HYMN: “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”  vs 1,3,4 
 

 
 
 

THE GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 And also with you. 
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THE KYRIE 

 
 

THE HYMN OF PRAISE: “Glory to God” 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 

Let us pray. 
God of all power, you called from death our Lord Jesus, the great 
shepherd of the sheep.  Send us as shepherds to rescue the lost, to heal 
the injured, and to feed one another with knowledge and understanding; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen 
 

NOTABELLA:  The King of Love My Shepherd Is 
 

THE FIRST LESSON                                                                    Acts 4:5-12 
 

5 The next day their rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in 
Jerusalem, 6 with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, 
and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7 When they had made the 
prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what 
name did you do this?” 8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to 
them, “Rulers of the people and elders, 9 if we are questioned today 
because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and are asked 
how this man has been healed, 10 let it be known to all of you, and to all 
the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health 
by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom 
God raised from the dead. 11 This Jesus is 
‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; 
    it has become the cornerstone.’ 
12 There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under 
heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved.” 
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THE PSALM                      Psalm 23 
 

1 The LORD is my shepherd; 
  I shall not be in want. 
 

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures 
  and leads me beside still waters. 
 

3 He revives my soul 
  and guides me along right pathways 
  for his name’s sake. 
 

4 Though I walk through the valley 
 of the shadow of death, 
 I shall fear no evil; 
  for you are with me; 
  your rod and your staff, 
  they comfort me. 
 

5 You spread a table before me 
 in the presence of those who trouble me; 
  you have anointed my head with oil, 
  and my cup is running over. 
 

6 Surely your goodness and mercy 
 shall follow me all the days of my life, 
  and I will dwell 
  in the house of the LORD forever. 
 
 

 

THE SECOND LESSON                                                         1 John 3:16-24 
 

16 We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us—and we ought 
to lay down our lives for one another. 17 How does God’s love abide in 
anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need 
and yet refuses help? 
18 Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and 
action. 19 And by this we will know that we are from the truth and will 
reassure our hearts before him 20 whenever our hearts condemn us; for 
God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 21 Beloved, if 
our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; 22 and we 
receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments 
and do what pleases him. 
23 And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of 
his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded 
us. 24 All who obey his commandments abide in him, and he abides in 
them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has 
given us. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: “Alleluia, Lord to Whom Shall We Go” 

 
 

THE GOSPEL ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 10th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

THE GOSPEL                                                                          John 10:11-18 
 

11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 
sheep. 12 The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the 
sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and 
the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13 The hired hand runs away 
because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. 14 I am the good 
shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15 just as the Father 
knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the 
sheep. 16 I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring 
them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, 
one shepherd. 17 For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down 
my life in order to take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay 
it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power 
to take it up again. I have received this command from my Father.” 
 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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HYMN: “The Lord’s My Shepherd” all verses 
 

 

 
 

THE SERMON 
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THE NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made, 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven; 
  by the power of the Holy Spirit 
   he became incarnate from the virgin Mary,  
    and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
   in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen 
 

THE OFFERING 
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THE OFFERTORY: “Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks”  vs 1,2,3 
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THE SHARING OF THE PEACE  
The peace of the Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all 
people according to their needs.  

 

  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting 
in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us. 
 Our Father in heaven, 
  hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, 
  your will be done, 
   on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins 
  as we forgive those  
   who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial 
  and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power 
  and the glory are yours, 
  now and forever. Amen 
 

THE BENEDICTION  
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HYMN: “Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us” vs 1,2,4 
 

 
 

THE DISMISSAL 
 

THE POSTLUDE: The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done 


