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December 1, 2021 
Advent Mid-Week Worship 

 
If you are an online guest today, please  

leave a record of your visit, below. Thank you!  
Online Guest Form 

 
Advent Series: Holden Evening Prayer 

 

DECEMBER 1: THE SERVICE of LIGHT 
“Jesus Christ you are the light of the world.” 

DECEMBER 8: PSALM 141 
“Let my prayers rise up like incense before you.” 

DECEMBER 15: The ANNUNCIATION to MARY 
“The angel said to her ‘Rejoice, O highly favored, for God is with you. You 

shall bear a child…" 
DECEMBER 22: MARY’S SONG of PRAISE 

“My soul proclaims your greatness, O God, and my spirit rejoices in you." 
 

Please see additional announcements at 
 the end of the bulletin. 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
7740 Hwy 72 West, Madison, AL 35758 
(256)721-0041 / www.mlutheran.org 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf1h9pffP9qU-W67MdU_EB1qZHCP7kNBJdj3QLq_CVRPxxV8A/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1
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SERVICE OF WORSHIP 
Holden Evening Prayer 

 
THE PRELUDE 
 

THE SERVICE OF LIGHT 
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EVENING HYMN: “Joyous Light of Heav’nly Glory” 
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EVENING THANKSGIVING 
 

 
 

PSALM 141: “Let My Prayer Rise Up as Incense” 
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PRAYER 
 

(silence for meditation) 
 

May our prayers come before you, O God, as incense, and may your 
presence surround and fill us, so that in union with all creation, we 
might sing your praise and your love in our lives. 

 

Amen 
 

READING                                                                                      John 1:1-18 
 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came 
into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. 
What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of 
all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it. 
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as 
a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through 
him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the 
light. 9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the 
world.  
10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet 
the world did not know him. 11 He came to what was his own, and his 
own people did not accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who 
believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13 who 
were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, 
but of God. 
14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 
glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15 (John 
testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who 
comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’”) 16 From 
his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 The law indeed 
was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close 
to the Father’s heart, who has made him known. 

 

READING                                                                                   Luke 24:28-32 
 

28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked 
ahead as if he were going on. 29 But they urged him strongly, saying, 
“Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly 
over.” So he went in to stay with them. 30 When he was at the table with 
them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31 Then 
their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from 
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their sight. 32 They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning 
within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening 
the scriptures to us?”  
 

MEDITATION 
 

HYMN: “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” 
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THE OFFERING 
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THE OFFERTORY: “The Doxology” 
 

 
The light shines in the darkness 
 

And the darkness has not overcome it. 
 

THE ANNUNCIATION & THE MAGNIFICAT 
 

An angel went from God to a town called Nazareth to a woman whose 
name was Mary. The angel said to her, “Rejoice, O highly favored, for 
God is with you. You shall bear a child, and his name shall be Jesus, the 
Chosen One of God Most High.” And Mary said, “I am the servant of 
my God, I live to do your will.” 
 

 
THE MAGNIFICAT 
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THE LITANY 
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PRAYERS 
 

Great and merciful God, Source and Ground of all goodness and life, 
give to your people the peace that passes all understanding, and the will 
to live your Gospel of mercy and justice, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Amen. 
 

God, remember us in your love, and teach us to pray: 
 

 Our Father in heaven, 
  hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, 
  your will be done, 
   on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins 
  as we forgive those  
   who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial 
  and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power 
  and the glory are yours, 
  now and forever. Amen 
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FINAL BLESSING  

 
 

THE POSTLUDE 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

NOTES on HOLDEN EVENING PRAYER from Pastor Scott: 
Holden Evening Prayer was written during the winter of 1985-6, while 
composer Marty Haugen was the musician-in-residence at Holden Village. 
Holden Village is a Lutheran retreat center in the North Cascade mountains 
of Washington state. The service follows the traditional form of an Evening 
Prayer (Vesper) Service, yet uses contemporary language. 
 

Haugen reminisced about that winter in the mountains: "With nine feet of 
snow you had nothing to do after vespers but to sit around and critique the 
vespers." Those snowbound critics were not satisfied with the Evening Prayer 
service in the green LBW hymnal. So, Haugen began experimenting with a 
new evening prayer liturgy. The key--E-flat minor (six flats!) is rare, but 
Haugen said it worked well with the voices he had in residence as he was 
composing the music.  
 

Over the last three decades, in at least four states, I have presided and 
participated in Holden Evening Prayer services. No one accompanies Holden 
with the same flow, beauty, and grace as Lois does at MLC in the seasons of 
Advent and Lent. Enjoy! 
 

ADVENT THEME for 2021 
The Holden Evening Prayer service poignantly addresses how our Lord 
brought God’s light into the world’s darkness. We will focus on God’s Word 
in four key components of Holden during our Wednesday Advent services at 
Noon and 7:00 p.m. on December 1 ,8, 15, and 22. 
 

DECEMBER 1: The SERVICE of LIGHT 
DECEMBER 8: PSALM 141 

DECEMBER 15: The ANNUNCIATION to MARY 
DECEMBER 22: MARY’S SONG of PRAISE 

 
HOPING FOR MASKS REQUIRED LIVE SERVICES IN ADVENT? 

LIVE STREAMED Sunday mornings at 11:00 a.m. in the Parish Hall 
LIVE STREAMED Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall 

 

ADVENT MID-WEEK OFFERINGS  
Unless otherwise designated, Wednesday Advent service offerings will 
benefit the work of MLC's Kit Makers mission ministry. The Kit Makers, led 
by Rhonda Gaede, produced 3 TONS! (6,000 lbs.) of kits in the previous year 
These kits primarily were given to Lutheran World Relief Kit Ministries 
serving people in crisis around the world.  
 


