
December 25, 2022 
Nativity of Our Lord 

Good Morning and Welcome 
Guests, we are glad you are here.  

Please fill out the yellow “Connection Card” in the pew and place in the offering.    
Sound Assistance and staffed nursery available.  

Online Guest Form 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
7740 Hwy 72 West, Madison, AL 35758 | (256)721-0041 |  www.mlutheran.org 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf1h9pffP9qU-W67MdU_EB1qZHCP7kNBJdj3QLq_CVRPxxV8A/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1
http://www.mlutheran.org/


SERVICE OF WORSHIP 
Lessons and Carols 

* Please stand as you are able 
 

THE PRELUDE 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

*INVOCATION 
 

*HYMN: “Joy to the World”                                                                              LBW 39 

 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Our Need for a Savior 
 

FIRST READING                                                                                        Genesis 3:8-15 
 

8 They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the 
man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9 But 
the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” 10 He said, “I heard the sound of you in 
the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that you 
were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12 The man said, “The 
woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” 13 Then the LORD God 
said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I 
ate.” 14 The LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals 
and among all wild creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. 



15 I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will strike your 
head, and you will strike his heel.” 

HYMN: “Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel” vs. 1,4    LBW 34 

God’s Faithful Promise 

SECOND READING   Genesis 22:15-18 
15 The angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven, 16 and said, “By myself I have 
sworn, says the LORD: Because you have done this, and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will 
indeed bless you, and I will make your offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is 
on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of their enemies, 18 and by your offspring shall 
all the nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves, because you have obeyed my voice.” 

HYMN: “Angels, from the Realms of Glory” vs. 1,3                                                 LBW 50 



God Promises a King 

THIRD READING      Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 
2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined. 6 For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his 
shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 His 
authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and 
forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

*HYMN: “It Came upon the Midnight Clear” vs 1,4   LBW 54 



The Peace that Christ Brings 

FOURTH READING    Micah 5:2-5a 
2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall come forth 
for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 3Therefore he shall give 
them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return 
to the people of Israel. 4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of 
the name of the LORD his God. And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the 
earth; 5and he shall be the one of peace. 

HYMN: “O Little Town of Bethlehem” vs 1,3    LBW 41 



The Annunciation to Mary 

FIFTH READING      Luke 1:26-35, 38 
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin 
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he 
came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29 But she was much perplexed by 
his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30 The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, 
Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and 
you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God 
will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of 
his kingdom there will be no end.” 34 Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35 The 
angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow 
you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 
38 Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then 
the angel departed from her. 



HYMN: “What Child Is This”  LBW 40 

(song continues next page )

The Birth of Jesus 

*SIXTH READING                                                                                                 Luke 2:1-7

2 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This
was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own
towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5 He went to be
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6 While they were there,
the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in
bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

*HYMN: “Away in a Manger”  LBW 67 



The Shepherds Go to See the Savior 

SEVENTH READING     Luke 2:8-20 
8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 Then an 
angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great 
joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the 
Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 
manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 
saying, 
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

 and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now 
to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they 
went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17 When they saw this, they 
made known what had been told them about this child; 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the 
shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20 The 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

HYMN: “Angels We Have Heard on High”    LBW 71



The Magi Follow the Star 

EIGHTH READING    Matthew 2:1-12 

2 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to 
Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at 
its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3 When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all 
Jerusalem with him; 4 and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of 
them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been 
written by the prophet: 
6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from 
you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 
7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had 
appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when 
you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9 When they had heard the 
king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it 
stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 
overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt 
down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 



frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their 
own country by another road. 

HYMN: “We Three Kings of Orient Are” vs 1,2   WOV 646 

The Word Becomes Flesh to Live Among Us 
*NINTH READING                                                                                               John 1:1-14

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the
beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into
being. What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5 The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify to the light, so
that all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9 The
true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 11 He
came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who
believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the
will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s
only son, full of grace and truth.

HYMN: “I Wonder As I Wander” vs. 1,2    WOV 642 



OFFERING:  Away in a Manger (11:00)     Instrumental Ensemble 

*OFFERTORY: “Holy Child within the Manger” vs 3      WOV 638 

3. Holy Child within the manger, lead us ever in your way,
So we see in ev’ry stranger how you come to us today.

In our lives and in our living give us strength to live as you, 
That our hearts might be forgiving and our spirits strong and true. 

*RESPONSIVE PRAYER
Glory to God in the highest,
And peace to God’s people on earth.
 

Blessed are you, Prince of peace.  You rule the earth with truth and justice. 
Send your gift of peace to all nations of the world. 
 

Blessed are you, Son of Mary.  You are the hope of humanity. 
Have mercy on the sick, the dying, and all who suffer this day. 
 

Blessed are you, Son of God.  You dwell among us as the Word made flesh. 
Reveal yourself to us in word and sacrament that we may bear your light to all the world. 

*THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

*THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

THE DISTRIBUTION

HYMN: “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” vs 1                                                          LBW 60



*THE BLESSING and DISMISSAL

THE POSTLUDE



THE FLOWERS today are given to the glory of God by members and friends of MLC to honor and 
remember loved ones as we celebrate the birth of our Lord. Names of those honored and 
remembered were in the Christmas Eve bulletin insert. 

If you purchased a poinsettia, please take yours home following the 11:00 a.m. service today.  
Thank you for helping beautify our Sanctuary for Christmas worship.   

A NURSERY, staffed by Katrina Strand, is through the double doors in the narthex leading to the 
Sunday School classrooms. 

ALL ARE INVITED to enjoy coffee, tea, and fellowship after worship in the Fellowship Hall.
 

THANK YOU LOIS FOR 33+ YEARS OF EXCEPTIONAL MUSIC MINISTRY AT MLC  Tomorrow is Lois’ 
last day accompanying worship at MLC. Lois accompanied MLC’s first service of worship on April 
23, 1989.  Through her gifts in music and Christian discipleship she has led, encouraged, and 
helped us all to “Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow.”  AN APPRECIATION & CELEBRATION 
FOR LOIS GRAFF is scheduled for Sunday, January 8, 2023 and will include a reception between 
services in the Parish Hall.  A card for all to sign is located in the Narthex.  You may also leave 
cards, gifts in the basket or donate to her farewell gift fund through Jan 1. Details in the Narthex. 

HEARTFELT APPRECIATION FOR PASTOR DIANA who has served MLC as the Interim Pastor since 
February. Pastor Diana has been reassigned to St. Mark’s in Huntsville staring in January. Until our 
next pastor arrives, Pastor Diana will provide pastoral care for urgent matters that may arise. 
Please contact Claire or the Church Office if you need Pastoral Care  

KIT MINISTRY ITEM – 4 oz. Dark Towels  FOOD PANTRY – Canned Soup /Toothpaste 

COORDINATORS ARE NEEDED for Coffee Makers & Wednesday Night Dinners in 2023. 

Interim Pastor Pastor Diana Bottin 
Director of Music Ministries Lois Graff 
Director of Outreach Ministries Claire Strand 
Communication & Tech Director  Meredith Kilby 
Office Managers Bobbey Huwaldt 

Meredith Kilby 
Choir Director Randall Fields 
Nursery Attendant Katrina Strand 
Instrumentalists Anna Flowers, Bonnie Flowers 

Larry Frakes, Mary Mast, Rebecca Mast 
Emily Reed, Mary Ann Stasiak 

Jackie Sullivan, Olivia Sullivan 

Acolytes   (8:30) 
Hannah Seitz (11:00) 

Greeters Jeanette Beamer (8:30) 
Jack Mast (11:00) 

Ushers  Virgil & Susan Burrer (8:30) 
 Dorothy Seitz, Matt DeMarsh (11:00) 

Lectors Dennis Fry, Rachel Fry (8:30) 
Jutta DeMarsh, Joe Stuart (11:00) 

Altar Guild       Gretchen Perry, B. Huwaldt(8:30) 
Pat Esteppe (11:00) 

Stream Team Daniel Hopkin, Lee Seitz (11:00) 
Flower Guild Linda Heideman & Team 

**CHURCH CALENDAR**



 Sunday, December 25 – Blessed Christmas! 
  9:45 a.m. – Christmas Day Fellowship Coffee 
Monday, December 26 – Church Offices Closed 
Tuesday Dec. 27 – Thursday, Dec. 29 Church Office Limited Staffing 
Friday, December 29 – Church Office Closed  
Sunday, January 1, 2023 – New Year’s Day 
  8:30 a.m. – Service of Worship: Service of the Word 
  9:45 a.m. - Fellowship Coffee (No Sunday School) 
11:00 a.m. – Service of Worship: Service of the Word
*These services are live streamed on mlutheran.org
Monday, January 2
Church Office Hours resume, M-F, 8:30 – Noon.

Sunday, January 8
  8:30 a.m. - Service of Worship:  LBW Setting 2 with the Lord’s Supper 
  9:45 a.m. – Appreciation & Farewell Reception for Lois Graff 
  9:45 a.m. – Sunday School for ages (abbreviated due to reception 
11:00 a.m. - * Service of Worship:  LBW Setting 2 with the Lord’s Supper 
  4:00 p.m. – 1st Year Confirmation 
*These services are live streamed on mlutheran.org

LOOKING AHEAD  
January 8, 2023 – Resumption of 1st Year Confirmation 
January 11, 2023 – Resumption of Music Rehearsals, 2nd Year Confirmation, Wed. Dinners 
January 15 & Feb 5, 2023 - Town Hall Meeting / Parsonage Discussions 
February 12, 2023 - Special Congregation Meeting (Parsonage) 

Attendance:  
December 11: Online – 102 
December 18: 8:30 a.m. – 117, 11:00 a.m. - 77 

Offerings Counted December 20, 2022 (Includes Advent offering from 12/14) 
Church Ministries       Advent 
Current Mortgages Comforters 
Kit Ministries Kids to Love - Ktech 
Outreach Wednesday Night Dinner 
Messiah Mugs Property 

Handbells 

Holy-day Giving 2022 

ONLINE GIVING 
Scan the QR code to give 

to MLC today. 

Merry Christmas and New Year’s Blessings  
 from MLC Staff and Church Congregation Council 



Thank you for being the hands and feet of Christ this holiday season!  Your prayers for 

Advent Hope guided the world through the darkness! 

You also… 

♥ helped provide 100 turkey dinners to local families in need

♥ provided warm clothing and coats for clients at the Downtown Rescue Mission

♥ cheered 20 children from the Salvation Army Angel Program on Christmas morning with

gifts of toys, clothing, and a handmade blanket

♥ collected an abundance of toys and necessities for Christmas Charities Year Round,

including many purchased with children’s Sunday School offerings.

♥ provided warm clothing, coats, and sundries to women and children at Owen’s House

♥ collected 12 lbs of pop tabs for Ronald McDonald House in Birmingham (1 lb= 1,430 tabs)

♥ donated $300 to the Madison Library from the Ring and Sing concert

♥ fed children in Honduras by purchasing homemade jams and tree ornaments

♥ shared excess greeting cards and notepads to clients of Enable (formerly CASA)

♥ assembled 54 gift boxes for Operation Shoebox

♥ brought beauty to the sanctuary and honor to loved ones with purchases of poinsettias

♥ made felt Christmas trees and bead wreaths for clients of Enable (formerly CASA)

♥ funded numerous missions through Messiah’s giving mall

♥ and supplied precious resources, such as bees, goats, and chicks worldwide through the

ELCA’s Good Gifts program.

Welcome all! If you would like more information about Messiah’s missions and ministries that 

take place throughout the year, please visit www.mlutheran.org/outreach, email Andrew 

King, Congregation Council Rep for Outreach at outreach_rep@mlutheran.org,  or Claire 

Strand, Director of Outreach Ministries at claire@mlutheran.org.  You do not need to be a 

member of MLC to help us in these missions and we welcome you.  

http://www.mlutheran.org/outreach



