
February 26, 2023 
First Sunday of Lent 

Good Morning and Welcome!
Guests, we are glad you are here.  

Please fill out the yellow “Connection Card” in the pew and place in the offering.  
Sound Assistance and staffed nursery available.  

Online Guest Form  

Messiah Lutheran Church 
7740 Hwy 72 West, Madison, AL 35758 | (256)721-0041 |  www.mlutheran.org 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf1h9pffP9qU-W67MdU_EB1qZHCP7kNBJdj3QLq_CVRPxxV8A/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1
http://www.mlutheran.org/


SERVICE OF WORSHIP 

Bread of Life from With One Voice 
with The Lord’s Supper 

* Please stand as you are able

THE PRELUDE: “Praeludium et Fuga” (J. Surzynski)  Steven Schneider, Guest Organist 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse
us from all unrighteousness.

(Silence for reflection and self-examination.)

Most merciful God,

We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and
by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in
the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen



*HYMN: “The Glory of These Forty Days ”  WOV #657 

*THE GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



*THE KYRIE

*THE PRAYER OF THE DAY

THE FIRST LESSON  Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 

15The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep 
it. 16And the LORD God commanded the man, ‘You may freely eat of every tree of the 
garden; 17but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the 
day that you eat of it you shall die.’ 
1Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD God had 
made. He said to the woman, ‘Did God say, “You shall not eat from any tree in the 
garden”?’ 2The woman said to the serpent, ‘We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the 
garden; 3but God said, “You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of 
the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.” ’ 4But the serpent said to the 
woman, ‘You will not die; 5for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.’ 6So when the woman saw that 
the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was 
to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to 
her husband, who was with her, and he ate. 7Then the eyes of both were opened, and 
they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made 
loincloths for themselves. 

THE PSALM   Psalm 32 
1 Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, 

and whose sin is put away! 
2 Happy are they to whom the Lord imputes no guilt, 

and in whose spirit there is no guile! 
3 While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, 

Because of my groaning all day long. 
4 For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; 

My moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer. 



5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you, 
and did not conceal my guilt. 

6 I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.” 
Then you forgave me the guild of my sin. 

7 Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble; 
when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them. 

8 You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble; 
you surround me with shouts of deliverance. 

9 “I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go; 
I will guide you with my eye. 

10 Do not be like horse or mule,which have no understanding; 
who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not stay near you.” 

11 Great are the tribulations of the wicked; 
But mercy embraces those who trust in the Lord. 

12 Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the Lord; 
shout for joy, all who are true of heart. 

THE SECOND LESSON  Romans 5:12-19 
12Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came through 
sin, and so death spread to all because all have sinned— 13sin was indeed in the world 
before the law, but sin is not reckoned when there is no law. 14Yet death exercised 
dominion from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sins were not like the 
transgression of Adam, who is a type of the one who was to come. 
15But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the one man’s 
trespass, much more surely have the grace of God and the free gift in the grace of the 
one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the many. 16And the free gift is not like the effect 
of the one man’s sin. For the judgement following one trespass brought condemnation, 
but the free gift following many trespasses brings justification. 17If, because of the one 
man’s trespass, death exercised dominion through that one, much more surely will those 
who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness exercise dominion 
in life through the one man, Jesus Christ. 

18Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man’s act of 
righteousness leads to justification and life for all. 19For just as by the one man’s 
disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many will 
be made righteous. 

SERAPH CHOIR (8:30): “All Things Bright and Beautiful” (M. Shaw) 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  Rhonda Gaede 



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: “Return to the Lord”

*THE GOSPEL ANNOUNCEMENT

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 4th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

*THE GOSPEL                                                                                      Matthew 4:1-11
1Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2He
fasted for forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. 3The tempter
came and said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become
loaves of bread.’ 4But he answered, ‘It is written, “One does not live by bread alone,
 but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.” ’ 
5Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the 
temple, 6saying to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is 
written, “He will command his angels concerning you”, and “On their hands they will 
bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.” ’ 7Jesus said to him, 
‘Again it is written, “Do not put the Lord your God to the test.” ’ 
8Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of 
the world and their splendour; 9and he said to him, ‘All these I will give you, if you will 
fall down and worship me.’ 10Jesus said to him, ‘Away with you, Satan! for it is written, 
“Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.” ’ 11Then the devil left him, and 
suddenly angels came and waited on him. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.

THE SERMON 



*HYMN: “If You But Trust in God to Guide You”  LBW 453 



*THE APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who

was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the 
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand 
of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
the life everlasting. Amen 

*THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

*THE SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.

THE OFFERING
 Organ Solo (8:30): A Lenten Supplication (R. District) 
 Choir Anthem (11:00): “Gracious Spirit, Dwell With Me” (K. Lee Scott) 

*THE OFFERTORY: “Let the Vineyards be Fruitful, Lord”



*OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray.
Merciful God,

We offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – ourselves, our
time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  Receive them for the sake
of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING and THE PREFACE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

*THE SANCTUS: “Holy, Holy, Holy”

*THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION



*THE LORD’S PRAYER
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

THE AGNUS DEI 

THE DISTRIBUTION 



HYMN: “There in God’s Garden”  WOV 668 



HYMN: “LET US BREAK BREAD TOGETHER ”  ELW 471 



*POST COMMUNION CANTICLE: “Thankful Hearts”

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER

*THE BLESSING and THE DISMISSAL

THE POSTLUDE: "Postludium IV in C” (R. Peters) 

Permission to print and use music in this bulletin is from 
ONE LICENSE, License A-737597 
All rights reserved. 



WE REMEMBER IN THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH TODAY

THE FLOWERS today are given to the glory of God by Matthew & Jutta DeMarsh in celebration of 
Daisy and Sandy's birthdays. 

THANK YOU to Pastor James Korzun for preaching and leading worship today and Steven Schneider 
for accompanying.  

A NURSERY, staffed by Katrina Strand, is through the double doors in the Narthex leading to the 
Sunday School classrooms. Newborns, toddlers and children up to Pre-K are welcome.

ALL ARE INVITED to enjoy coffee, tea, and fellowship after worship in the Fellowship Hall. 

LENTEN SERVICES OF WORSHIP continue this Wednesday March 1 at Noon and 7:00 p.m.   

2023 WELCA cluster meeting is taking place Saturday, March 4, 2023 at St. Mark’s Lutheran 
Church from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The theme is “Overflowing with the Holy Spirit — A World 
View.” $10 fee is paid at the door. More information can be found on the bulletin board in the 
education wing hallway. Please RSVP by Feb. 27 to Diana Rhodes at bdiana.rhodes@gmail.com 

AN INFORMATION SESSION on SERVING ON COUNCIL is planned for next Sunday, March 5 at 9:45 

a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Girl Scout Cookies will be served 😊. Come learn about what our

Congregation Council Representatives do and bring your questions!  This session is being organized
by MLC’s Nominating Committee, Rhonda Gaede, Chair.

PASTORAL CARE continues to be provided by Pastor Diana Bottin for urgent matters that may 
arise until Pastor Kris officially starts on April 1. Please contact Claire or the Church Office. 

SOUP MAKERS & KITCHEN LEADS needed for Lenten Soup Suppers this Wednesday. Sign up using 
the SignUP genius (see QR code) or at the Welcome Center. POC Debi Peterson 

40-40-40 TO BENEFIT ELCA WORLD HUNGER!  Commit to walking 40 miles over the 40 days of
Lent and contribute $40 to benefit ELCA World Hunger. To Sign Up visit:
https://www.elca-ses.org/fortyforlent

A CONGREGATION WELCOME BASKET FOR PASTOR KRIS & PASTOR BILL  is being organized by 
MLC’s Congregation Council.  Members wishing to contribute can bring items to the church office 
by Sunday, March 5.  Items may include shelf stable food items, gift certificates for area 
restaurants, home improvement centers, etc. Please see the welcome center for more details.  

MLC RUMMAGE SALE IS SATURDAY, APRIL 22 -   Please save the date, and your no longer needed, 
but serviceable, household goods and clothing to donate starting Wednesda eve. April 19.  
Volunteers and helpers are needed for set up and clean up. POC is Paulette McNamara.  

KIT MINISTRY ITEM – Dark Towels (52 x 27)  FOOD PANTRY  Macaroni & Cheese 

Director of Outreach Ministries Claire Strand 
Communication & Tech Director  Meredith Kilby 
Office Managers Bobbey Huwaldt 

Meredith Kilby 
Choir Director Randall Fields 
Nursery Attendant Katrina Strand 
Acolytes Logan Rydbom (8:30)  -- (11:00) 
Greeter  Mark & Beth Thompson (8:30) -- (11:00) 

Ushers  Mark Thompson, Owen Wasmoen (8:30) 
Bruce Machamer, Bruce Peter(11:00) 

Lectors Joe Huwaldt (8:30) 
Andrew King (11:00) 

Altar Guild     Janet Smith (8:30) 
Mary Ann Stasiak (11:00) 

Stream Team  Paul Zutter, Glen Long 
Flower Guild Jean Stuart

mailto:bdiana.rhodes@gmail.com
https://www.elca-ses.org/fortyforlent


ONLINE GIVING 
Scan the QR code to give 

to MLC tday. 

**CHURCH CALENDAR**
Sunday, February 26 
  9:45 a.m. – Sunday School for All 
  12:00 p.m. – Weekend Food Packing – Men of Messiah 
  4:00 p.m. – 1st Year Confirmation 
  5:00 p.m. – Jr/Sr Youth 
  6:30 p.m. –  Notabella 
Monday, February 27 
 6:30 p.m. -  Women’s Book Club – Dana Burton’s (105 Timberwood Lane) 
Tuesday, February 28 
  9:00 a.m. –  Comforters 
  5:30 p.m. -  Men of Messiah (MoMs) Fellowship at BeeZr (109 NorthSide Square) 
Wednesday, March 1 
12:00 p.m. –  Ash Wednesday Service of Worship – Service of the Word 
  5:30 p.m. –  Wednesday Night Dinner 
  6:00 p.m. –  Cherub Choir  
  6:00 p.m. –  Seraph Choir 
  7:00 p.m. –  Ash Wednesday Service of Worship – Holden Evening Prayer 
  7:45 p.m. –  Messiah Choir 
Thursday, March 2 
  7:00 p.m. – Kit Ministries 
Sunday, March 5  - Girl Scout Sunday 
  8:30 a.m. - Service of Worship: LBW 2 w/the Lord’s Supper 
  9:45 a.m. – Sunday School for All Ages 
  9:45 a.m. – Fellowship Coffee, Information Session on MLC Nominations 
11:00 a.m. - *Service of Worship: LBW 2 w/the Lord’s Supper 
  4:00 p.m. – 1st Year Confirmation 
  5:00 p.m. – Jr/Sr Youth 
  6:30 p.m. –  Notabella 
*These services are live streamed on mlutheran.org

LOOKING AHEAD
March 1 – March 29 Lenten Services at Noon and 7:00 p.m.
March 23   Noon Organ Recital at MLC (American Guild of Organists) 
April 2 – Palm Sunday – Pastor Kris’ First Sunday at MLC
April 9 – Easter Sunday
April 22 – Church Rummage Sale
April 28 – Valley Consort Choral Concert at MLC
April 30 – Installation of Pastor Kris Schroeder

Attendance:  
February 12 Online: - 60 
February 19: 8:30 a.m. – 102, 11:00 a.m. – 55 




