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TENEBRAE:
SERVICE OF DARKNESS
Please keep silence as you enter and during the prelude.
* Please stand as you are able

THE PRELUDE
LIGHTING OF MENORAH

*CALL TO WORSHIP

Today we walk with Jesus to Golgotha.

We remember the pain that he suffered.

We remember the triumph of his death - that didn't look much like triumph to anyone.
And today we remember what it really means to say, we are "taking up our cross and
following Jesus."

Come, let us worship together.

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
We like sheep have gone astray; we have all turned to our own way, and the Lord has
laid on him the iniquity of us all. Amen.

Almighty God in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all
our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, |
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father,
and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, we ask you to look with mercy on your family, for whom our Lord Jesus
Christ was willing to be betrayed and to be given over to the hands of sinners and to
suffer death on the cross; who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, forever and ever.

Amen

(Time for Silent Reflection)



The Passion of Christ from the Gospel of John

I. John 18:1-11

18 After Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples across the Kidron
valley to a place where there was a garden, which he and his disciples entered. 2 Now
Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place, because Jesus often met there with
his disciples. 3So Judas brought a detachment of soldiers together with police from
the chief priests and the Pharisees, and they came there with lanterns and torches
and weapons. * Then Jesus, knowing all that was to happen to him, came forward and
asked them, “Whom are you looking for?” ® They answered, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus
replied, “lI am he.” Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them. ¢ When Jesus
said to them, “l am he,” they stepped back and fell to the ground. 7 Again he asked
them, “Whom are you looking for?” And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” ®Jesus
answered, “l told you that | am he. So if you are looking for me, let these men go.”
® This was to fulfill the word that he had spoken, “I did not lose a single one of those
whom you gave me.” " Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it, struck the high
priest’s slave, and cut off his right ear. The slave’s name was Malchus. "' Jesus said to
Peter, “Put your sword back into its sheath. Am | not to drink the cup that the Father
has given me?”
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A - las! And did my Sav - ior bleed, and did my sov-reign die?
Was it for sins that I had done he groaned up - on the tree?
Well might the sun in dark - ness hide and shut its glo - ries in

Thus might I hide my blush-ing face while his dear cross ap - pears,
But tears of grief can - not re - pay the debt of love 1 owe;
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Would he  de-vote that sa - cred head for sin - ners such as I?
A - maz - ing pit - y, grace un-known, and love be - yond de - gree!
when God, the might - y mak -er, died for his own crea-tures’ sin.
dis - solve my heart in thank-ful -ness, and melt my eyes to tears.
here, Lord, 1 give my-self a - way: ’tis all that I can do.
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Text: Isaac Watts, 1674—1748, alt.
Music: MARTYRDOM, Hugh Wilson, 1764-1824



Il. John 18:12-27

1250 the soldiers, their officer, and the Jewish police arrested Jesus and bound him.
3 First they took him to Annas, who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest
that year. ' Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jews that it was better to have
one person die for the people.

15 Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus. Since that disciple was known to
the high priest, he went with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest, '® but Peter
was standing outside at the gate. So the other disciple, who was known to the high
priest, went out, spoke to the woman who guarded the gate, and brought Peter in.
7 The woman said to Peter, “You are not also one of this man’s disciples, are you?”
He said, “l am not.” "® Now the slaves and the police had made a charcoal fire because
it was cold, and they were standing around it and warming themselves. Peter also was
standing with them and warming himself. '’ Then the high priest questioned Jesus
about his disciples and about his teaching. 2° Jesus answered, “I have spoken openly
to the world; | have always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where all the Jews
come together. | have said nothing in secret. 2' Why do you ask me? Ask those who
heard what | said to them; they know what | said.” 22 When he had said this, one of
the police standing nearby struck Jesus on the face, saying, “Is that how you answer
the high priest?” 2 Jesus answered, “If | have spoken wrongly, testify to the wrong.
But if | have spoken rightly, why do you strike me?” 2* Then Annas sent him bound to
Caiaphas the high priest.

25 Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. They asked him, “You are not
also one of his disciples, are you?” He denied it and said, “l am not.” 26 One of the
slaves of the high priest, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked,
“Did | not see you in the garden with him?” ¥’ Again Peter denied it, and at that
moment the cock crowed.
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1 O sa - cred head,now wound - ed, with grief and shame weighed down,
2 How art thou pale with an - guish,with sore a - buse and  scorn;
3 What lan-guage shall I bor - row to thank thee, dear - est  friend,
4 Lord, be my con-so - la - tion; shield me when I must  die;
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now scorn-ful - ly sur - round - ed with thorns, thine on - ly crown;
how does that vis-age lan - guish which once was bright as morn!
for  this thy dy-ing sor - row, thy pit - y with-out end?
re - mind me of thy pas - sion when my last hour draws nigh.
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(6] sa - cred head, what glo - ry, what bliss till now was  thine!
Thy grief and bit - ter  pas - sion were all for sin-ners’ gain;
Oh, make me thine for - ev - er, and should I faint-ing be,
These eyes, new faith re - ceiv - ing, from thee shall nev - er move;
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Yet, though de-spised and gor - 'y, I joy to call thee  mine.
mine, mine was the trans-gres - sion,but thine the dead - ly pain.
Lord, let me nev -er, nev - er out - live my love to thee.
for he who dies be - liev - ing dies safe-ly in thy love.
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Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-1676, based on Arnulf of Louvain, c. 1250; tr. composite
Music: HERZLICH TUT MICH VERLANGEN, German melody, c. 1500, adapt. Hans L. Hassler, 1564-1612

Il. John 18:28-40

2 Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate’s headquarters. It was early in the
morning. They themselves did not enter the headquarters, so as to avoid ritual
defilement and to be able to eat the Passover. ?° So Pilate went out to them and said,
“What accusation do you bring against this man?” 3° They answered, “If this man were
not a criminal, we would not have handed him over to you.” *!Pilate said to them,
“Take him yourselves and judge him according to your law.” The Jews replied, “We
are not permitted to put anyone to death.” 32 (This was to fulfill what Jesus had said
when he indicated the kind of death he was to die.)

3 Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are
you the King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did
others tell you about me?” *° Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation
and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?” 3¢ Jesus



answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world,
my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But
as it is, my kingdom is not from here.” ¥ Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus
answered, “You say that | am a king. For this | was born, and for this | came into the
world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.”
38 pilate asked him, “What is truth?”

After he had said this, he went out to the Jews again and told them, “l find no case
against him. 3° But you have a custom that | release someone for you at the Passover.
Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?” “° They shouted in reply,
“Not this man, but Barabbas!” Now Barabbas was a bandit.

THE OFFERING
Piano Solo (7:00): “O Vos Omnes” (Henson)

IV. John 19:1-16

19 Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. 2And the soldiers wove a crown of
thorns and put it on his head, and they dressed him in a purple robe. 3 They kept
coming up to him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and striking him on the face.
“4Pilate went out again and said to them, “Look, | am bringing him out to you to let
you know that | find no case against him.” > So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of
thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, “Here is the man!” ¢ When the chief
priests and the police saw him, they shouted, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” Pilate said
to them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him; | find no case against him.” ” The Jews
answered him, “We have a law, and according to that law he ought to die because he
has claimed to be the Son of God.”

8 Now when Pilate heard this, he was more afraid than ever. °He entered his
headquarters again and asked Jesus, “Where are you from?” But Jesus gave him no
answer. '°Pilate therefore said to him, “Do you refuse to speak to me? Do you not
know that | have power to release you, and power to crucify you?” "' Jesus answered
him, “You would have no power over me unless it had been given you from above;
therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.” '2From then
on Pilate tried to release him, but the Jews cried out, “If you release this man, you
are no friend of the emperor. Everyone who claims to be a king sets himself against
the emperor.”

3 When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside and sat on the judge’s
bench at a place called The Stone Pavement, or in Hebrew Gabbatha. ' Now it was
the day of Preparation for the Passover; and it was about noon. He said to the Jews,
“Here is your King!” '* They cried out, “Away with him! Away with him! Crucify him!”
Pilate asked them, “Shall | crucify your King?” The chief priests answered, “We have
no king but the emperor.” '® Then he handed him over to them to be crucified.
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1 O sa - cred head,now wound - ed, with grief and shame weighed down,
2 How art thou pale with an - guish,with sore a - buse and scorn;
3 What lan-guage shall I bor - row to thank thee, dear - est friend,
4 Lord, be my con-so - la - tion; shield me when I must  die;
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now scorn-ful - ly sur - round - ed with thorns, thine on - ly crown;
how does that vis-age lan - guish which once was bright as morn!
for  this thy dy-ing sor - row, thy pit - y with-out end?
re - mind me of thy pas - sion when my last hour draws nigh.
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O sa - cred head, what glo - ry, what bliss till now was thine!
Thy grief and bit - ter pas - sion were all for sin-ners’ gain;
Oh, make me thine for - ev - er, and should I faint-ing be,
These eyes, new faith re - ceiv - ing, from thee shall nev - er move;
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Yet, though de-spised and gor - 'y, I joy to call thee  mine.
mine, mine was the trans-gres - sion,but thine the dead - ly pain.
Lord, let me nev -er, nev - er out - live my love to thee.
for  he who dies be - liev - ing dies safe-ly in thy love.

g:fpﬁ;ﬂ;d' ?;#ﬁ
T *® |

[ 18

= A

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-1676, based on Arnulf of Louvain, c. 1250; tr. composite
Music: HERZLICH TUT MICH VERLANGEN, German melody, c. 1500, adapt. Hans L. Hassler, 1564-1612



V. John 19:17-30

So they took Jesus; '” and carrying the cross by himself, he went out to what is called
The Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. '8 There they crucified
him, and with him two others, one on either side, with Jesus between them. '° Pilate
also had an inscription written and put on the cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the
King of the Jews.” 2° Many of the Jews read this inscription, because the place where
Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in
Greek. 2' Then the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of
the Jews,’ but, ‘This man said, | am King of the Jews.’” 22 Pilate answered, “What |
have written | have written.” 2> When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his
clothes and divided them into four parts, one for each soldier. They also took his tunic;
now the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from the top. 2*So they said to one
another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see who will get it.” This was to
fulfill what the scripture says,
“They divided my clothes among themselves,

and for my clothing they cast lots.”
25 And that is what the soldiers did.
Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister,
Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 2¢ When Jesus saw his mother and the
disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, “Woman, here is
your son.” 2’ Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” And from that hour
the disciple took her into his own home.
28 After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfill the
scripture), “l am thirsty.” 2° A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a
sponge full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth. 3° When Jesus
had received the wine, he said, “It is finished.” Then he bowed his head and gave up
his spirit.
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1 Were you there when they cru - ci - fied my Lord? Were you  there?
2 Were you there when they nailed him to  the tree?
3 Were you there when they pierced him in  the side?
4 Were you there when the sun re - fused to  shine?
5 Were you there when they laid him in  the tomb? Wi .
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John 19:31-37

3 Since it was the day of Preparation, the Jews did not want the bodies left on the
cross during the sabbath, especially because that sabbath was a day of great
solemnity. So they asked Pilate to have the legs of the crucified men broken and the
bodies removed. 32 Then the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and of the
other who had been crucified with him. 33 But when they came to Jesus and saw that
he was already dead, they did not break his legs. ** Instead, one of the soldiers pierced
his side with a spear, and at once blood and water came out. 33 (He who saw this has
testified so that you also may believe. His testimony is true, and he knows that he tells
the truth.) 3¢ These things occurred so that the scripture might be fulfilled, “None of
his bones shall be broken.” 37 And again another passage of scripture says, “They will
look on the one whom they have pierced.”
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Text: African American spiritual
Music: WERE YOU THERE, African American spiritual
Arr. © 1999 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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VII. John 19:38-42

38 After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, though a secret
one because of his fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him take away the body of
Jesus. Pilate gave him permission; so he came and removed his body. 3° Nicodemus,
who had at first come to Jesus by night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and
aloes, weighing about a hundred pounds. *° They took the body of Jesus and wrapped
it with the spices in linen cloths, according to the burial custom of the Jews. *' Now
there was a garden in the place where he was crucified, and in the garden there was
a new tomb in which no one had ever been laid. “* And so, because it was the Jewish
day of Preparation, and the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there.

All depart in silence.

HOLY SATURDAY PRAYER STATIONS
April 8, 2023
1:00 - 3:00 PM

Come explore a self-guided series of contemplative, interactive prayer
stations on Holy Saturday themes of loss, waiting, grief and uncertainty,
etc. suitable for all ages children through adult. Come and go as you are

available. The stations will take about 30-40 minutes to complete.

Organized and planned by MLC’s Sr. and Jr. Youth.

YOUTH EASTER BREAKFAST
9:00 AM - 11:00 AM | Parish Hall

Please RSVP if you plan on attending.
You may sign up at the Welcome Center or scan the QR code below and
complete the short form. On the menu: Quiches, Pancakes, Bacon,
Sausage, Muffins and more!




WELCOME TO MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH

A NURSERY, staffed by Katrina Strand, is through the double doors in the Narthex leading to the
Sunday School classrooms. Newborns, toddlers and children up to Pre-K are welcome.

A SPECIAL CONGREGATION MEETING IS THIS TUESDAY, APRIL 11 at 7 PM on Zoom & In Person.
The Congregation must act on a resolution approving the sale of the church parsonage. Please plan
on attending this brief, yet important meeting via Zoom or in person. A meeting reminder will be
sent early next week.

KIT MINISTRY ITEM - 4 oz Bars of Soap FOOD PANTRY Paper Towels

**CHURCH CALENDAR** ONLINE GIVING

Scan the QR code to give
to MLC today.

Friday, April 7
12:00 p.m. - Good Friday Tenebrae Service of Worship

7:00 p.m. - Good Friday Tenebrae Service of Worship
Saturday, April 8
1:00 p.m. - Holy Saturday Prayer Stations
Sunday, April 9 - Easter Sunday
8:10 a.m. - Choir Rehearsal
8:30 a.m. - Service of Worship: LBW Setting 2 with the Lord’s Supper
9:00 a.m. - Easter Breakfast
11:00 a.m. - *Service of Worship: LBW Setting 2 with the Lord’s Supper
*These services are live streamed on mlutheran.org 5.gnup Genius

LOOKING AHEAD

April 11 - Special Congregation Meeting on Parsonage Sale

April 22 - Church Rummage Sale, House of the Harvest Breakfast
April 23 - Mini Handmade Market

April 28 - Valley Consort Choral Concert at MLC

April 30 - Installation of Pastor Kris Schroeder

June 5-11 - Messiah Music Camp - Register Today at www.musiccamp.mlutheran.org

Pastor Kris Schroeder  Acolyte Hannah Seitz (7:00)
Director of Outreach Ministries Claire Strand  Ushers Bruce Machamer (12:00)
Communication & Tech Director Meredith Kilby Bruce Peter (7:00)
Office Managers Bobbey Huwaldt  Lectors Bob Gustafson, Laura Peterson (12:00)
Meredith Kilby William Strand Bonnie Flowers (7:00)
Choir Director Randall Fields Dennis & Jaquie Fry
Interim Director/Faith Formation William Strand  Altar Guild LeelLinda Baggett (12:00)
Nursery Attendant Katrina Strand Jutta DeMarsh (7:00)

Stream Team Meredith Kilby, Stephen Strand

Pastor Kris Schroeder
Email: pastor.kris@mlutheran.org
Pastor Cell Phone: 480-338-6519
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