
July 23, 2023 
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

Good Morning and Welcome!
Guests, we are glad you are here.  

Please fill out the yellow “Connection Card” in the pew and place in the offering.  

Sound Assistance and nursery available. 

Online Guest Form  

Messiah Lutheran Church 
7740 Hwy 72 West, Madison, AL 35758 | (256)721-0041 |  www.mlutheran.org 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf1h9pffP9qU-W67MdU_EB1qZHCP7kNBJdj3QLq_CVRPxxV8A/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1
http://www.mlutheran.org/


SERVICE OF WORSHIP 
LBW Setting 1 with the Lord’s Supper 

* Please stand as you are able

PRELUDE: “Dank sei dir, Herr” (Georg Frideric Handel) 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who greets us in this and every season, whose

word never fails, whose promise is sure.
Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors. 
Merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned. We have hurt our community. We have 
squandered your blessings. We have hoarded your bounty. In the name of 
Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Righteous God, 
we confess that we have sinned. We have failed to be honest. We have lacked 
the courage to speak. We have spoken falsely. In the name of Jesus, forgive us 
and grant us your mercy. 

God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers boundless grace when we fail. 

Claim the gift of God’s mercy: you are freed and forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus 

Christ. 
Amen. 



 
*HYMN: “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”    ELW 693/LBW 407 

 
 

 



*THE GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*THE KYRIE



*THE HYMN OF PRAISE

Song Continues on Reverse 



*THE PRAYER OF THE DAY

THE  FIRST LESSON  Isaiah 44:6-8 
6Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: I am the 
first and I am the last; besides me there is no god. 7Who is like me? Let them proclaim 
it, let them declare and set it forth before me. Who has announced from of old the 
things to come? Let them tell us what is yet to be. 8Do not fear, or be afraid; have I not 
told you from of old and declared it? You are my witnesses! Is there any god besides 
me? There is no other rock; I know not one. 

THE PSALM:    Psalm 86:11-17 

 11Teach me your way, O LORD, and I will walk in your truth; 
give me an undivided heart to revere your name. 

12I will thank you, O Lord my God, with all my heart, 
and glorify your name forevermore. 

13For great is your love toward me; 
you have delivered me from the pit of death. 

14The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent people seeks my life; 
they have not set you before their eyes. 

15But you, O Lord, are gracious and full of compassion, 
slow to anger, and full of kindness and truth. 

16Turn to me and have mercy on me; 
give your strength to your servant, and save the child of your handmaid. 

17Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be put to shame; 
because you, LORD, have helped me and comforted me. 

THE  SECOND LESSON  Romans 8:12-25 
12So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the 
flesh—13for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to 
death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are 
children of God. 15For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but 
you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16it is that very 
Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if children, then 
heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we 
may also be glorified with him. 



18I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the 
glory about to be revealed to us. 19For the creation waits with eager longing for the 
revealing of the children of God; 20for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its 
own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21that the creation itself 
will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of 
the children of God. 22We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor 
pains until now; 23and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits 
of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our 
bodies. 24For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes 
for what is seen? 25But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  Bonnie Flowers

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: “Alleluia, Lord to Whom Shall We Go”

*THE GOSPEL ANNOUNCEMENT

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 13th chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

*THE GOSPEL                                                                            

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

THE SERMON 



*HYMN: “Almighty God, Your Word is Cast”  ELW 516/LBW 234 

*THE APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

*THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

*THE SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you.

THE OFFERING

  Piano Solo (8:30) “Lobt Gott, Ihr Christen” (Nikolaus Herman) 
 Choir Anthem (11:00): “Come Sing a Joyful Song” (W. A. Mozart) 



*THE OFFERTORY: “Let the Vineyards”

*THE OFFERTORY PRAYER

Blessed are you, God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good
things. Sustain us with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your graciousness 
in us, that the world may be fed with your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord.  Amen. 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING and THE PREFACE

The Lord be with you.  And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.   We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give him thanks and praise.



*THE SANCTUS

*THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

*THE LORD’S PRAYER

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen 

THE AGNUS DEI: “Lamb of God” 

THE DISTRIBUTION 



HYMN: “For the Fruit of All Creation”  ELW 679/WOV 760 



HYMN: “As the Grains of Wheat”                                                ELW 465/WOV 705 
 

 
 
*POST COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 

 
 

 

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

*THE BLESSING 



*THE SENDING HYMN   “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”    ELW 631/LBW 315

THE DISMISSAL 
THE POSTLUDE: “Minuet in G” (Ludwig van Beethoven) 



WE REMEMBER IN THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH TODAY

THE FLOWERS today are given to the glory of God by Betty Roenfeldt in celebration of daughter, 

Debi’s birthday.  

A NURSERY, staffed by Katrina Strand, is through the double doors in the Narthex leading to the 
Sunday School classrooms. Newborns, toddlers, and children up to Pre-K are welcome.

ALL ARE INVITED to enjoy coffee in the Fellowship Hall after service. 

NURSERY HELP WANTED! If you would be interested in job-sharing a nursery position, please 
contact Laurie Campbell at personnel.committee@mlutheran.org for details. 

A TOWN HALL MEETING is today in the Parish Hall at 9:45 a.m.  A SPECIAL CONGREGATION 
MEETING is planned for Sunday, July 30 at 9:45 a.m.  The item on the agenda is the congre-
gation’s approval to fund urgently needed removal of racoons who have gained access to MLC’s 
attic spaces, and the remediation of damage they and other rodents have caused to MLC’s attic 
insulation. Information about the issue can be found at the Welcome Center.  

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER MEETING is July 26 at 6 p.m. in the Parish Hall.  WND’s will resume 
on August 23. All are welcome.  Pizza will be served. POCs: Dorothy Seitz & Kari Pitchko. 

BACKPACK & BRIEFCASE BLESSING is Sunday, July 30 at both services.  This year’s Faith 
Formation theme is “Follow Jesus.”  Sunday School for Pre-K to Grade 12 will resume on 
Rally Day which is August 6! A “Rally Day” picnic will take place following the late service and 
will include a Hot Dog “Rally” with a variety of regional hot dog stations to explore and enjoy! 

THINKING OF JOINING MLC? NEW MEMBER SUNDAY IS SUNDAY, AUGUST 13.  If you have 
questions or are interested in becoming a member. please talk to Pastor Kris or Claire Strand. 

WALK TO END ALZHEIMERS BAKE SALE is Sunday, August 13 between and after services in 
MLC’s Narthex. POC is Janice Aldaco.  More information on www.mlutheran.org  Come, walk 
with the ‘Messiah Lutheran and Friends’ team at 2 p.m. on Sun., Oct. 1 at Big Spring Park. 

KIT MINISTRY ITEM – 70 Count Spiral Notebooks  FOOD PANTRY  Vienna Sausages 

Pastor Kristine Schroeder 
Music & Choir Director Randall Fields 
Director of Outreach Ministries Claire Strand 
Communication & Tech Director  Meredith Kilby 
Office Managers Bobbey Huwaldt 

Meredith Kilby 
Nursery Katrina Strand 
Notabella Bell Choir Director  Rhonda Gaede 

Acolytes Olivia Sullivan (8:30) 
  Hanna Seitz (11:00) 

Greeters   Woods Family (8:30) 
 (11:00) 

Lectors Greg Kilby (8:30) 
Laura Peterson (11:00) 

Ushers Glen Long, Zach Dehm (8:30) 
 Tom MacNamara, Bruce Machamer (11:00) 

Cantor Emily Reed 
Altar Guild Linda Peirce (8:30) 

Jutta DeMarsh (11:00) 
Sound & Stream Team  Shane Peterson (8:30) 

Meredith Kilby, Craig Martin (11:00) 
Flower Guild Jean Stuart

http://www.mlutheran.org/


**CHURCH CALENDAR**
Sunday, July 23 
  9:45 a.m. – Adult Sunday Class/Gospel of Luke 
  9:45 a.m. – Town Hall Meeting (see information at left) 
  9:45 a.m. – Adult Sunday School on Gospel of Luke 
10:00 a.m. – Choir Rehearsal 
Tuesday, July 25 
  9:00 a.m. – Comforters Resume 
Wednesday, July 26 
  6:00 p.m. – Wednesday Night Dinner Planning Meeting with Pizza 
Thursday,  July 27 
  6:30 p.m. – Kit Ministry 
Sunday, July 30 
  8:00 a.m. – Choir Rehearsal   
  8:30 a.m. - Worship: LBW Setting 2 with the Lord’s Supper 
  9:45 a.m. – Special Congregational meeting (see information at left) 
  9:45 a.m. – Adult Sunday School on Gospel of Luke 
11:00 a.m. - Worship & Livestream: LBW Setting 2 with the Lord’s Supper
LOOKING AHEAD  
July 30 – Blessing of the Backpacks and Briefcases, Special Congregation Meeting 
August 6 – Rally Day 
August 13 – ALZ Bake Sale. New Member Sunday 
August 20 – Kit & Quilt Blessing Sunday, LWR Kit Packing (Rescheduled) 
August 23 – Wednesday Night Dinner (Spaghetti Fundariser for ALS Patient Care)  
August 30 – First Communion Class 

Attendance:  
July 9 Online: -   122   July 16 In-Person:  8:30 a.m. – 108, 11:00 a.m. – 66 

Offerings Counted July 16, 2023 

Church Ministries Comforters 
Current Mortgages Messiah Mugs 
Lunches for Learning Lutheran World Relief Disaster Response 
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Pastor Kris Schroeder 
Email: pastor.kris@mlutheran.org 
Pastor Cell Phone: 480-338-6519 

Please do not respond to messages or emails 
by Pr. Kris (staff, or council) for help or assistance 
with a “sensitive” matter that solicits money or 
help with account transfers, etc.   If you are not 
sure, please call the church office during business 
hours 

(256) 721-0041
M-F, 8:30 AM to Noon

ONLINE GIVING 
Scan the QR code to 
give to MLC today. 

VOLUNTEER SIGNUP 
Scan this to visit 

MLC’s SignUp Portal 




