
July 30, 2023 
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

Good Morning and Welcome!
Guests, we are glad you are here.  

Please fill out the yellow “Connection Card” in the pew and place in the offering.  

Sound Assistance and staffed nursery available. 

Online Guest Form  

Messiah Lutheran Church 
7740 Hwy 72 West, Madison, AL 35758 | (256)721-0041 |  www.mlutheran.org 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf1h9pffP9qU-W67MdU_EB1qZHCP7kNBJdj3QLq_CVRPxxV8A/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1
http://www.mlutheran.org/


SERVICE OF WORSHIP 
LBW Setting 2 with the Lord’s Supper 

* Please stand as you are able

THE PRELUDE: “Andante Sostenuto” (Alan Gray)    Stephen Schneider, Guest Pianist 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who greets us in this and every season, whose

word never fails, whose promise is sure.
Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors. 
Merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned. We have hurt our community. We have 
squandered your blessings. We have hoarded your bounty. In the name of 
Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Righteous God, 
we confess that we have sinned. We have failed to be honest. We have lacked 
the courage to speak. We have spoken falsely. In the name of Jesus, forgive us 
and grant us your mercy. 

God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers boundless grace when we fail. 

Claim the gift of God’s mercy: you are freed and forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus 

Christ. 
Amen. 



*HYMN: “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty” ELW 533, LBW 250 



*THE GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

 And also with you. 
*THE KYRIE



*THE HYMN OF PRAISE 

 
 



*THE SALUTATION 

 
 

*THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

TEMPLE TALK Olivia Sullivan/ Hannah Seitz, Affirm 

 

THE FIRST LESSON                                                                             1 Kings 3:5-12 
 

5At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask what 
I should give you.” 6And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your 
servant my father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, 
and in uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept for him this great and 
steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. 7And now, O LORD my 
God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David, although I am only a 
little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. 8And your servant is in the midst of 
the people whom you have chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be 
numbered or counted. 9Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern 
your people, able to discern between good and evil; for who can govern this your great 
people?” 
10It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11God said to him, “Because you have 
asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your 
enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 12I now do 
according to your word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you 
has been before you and no one like you shall arise after you.” 

 
THE PSALM:    Psalm 119:129-136   

 

129Your decrees are wonderful; 
  therefore I obey them with all my heart. 
130When your word is opened it gives light; 
  it gives understanding to the simple. 
131I open my mouth and pant 
  because I long for your commandments. 
132Turn to me and be gracious to me, 
  as you always do to those who love your name. 
133Order my footsteps in your word; 
  let no iniquity have dominion over me. 
134Rescue me from those who oppress me, 
  and I will keep your commandments. 
135Let your face shine upon your servant 
  and teach me your statutes. 
136My eyes shed streams of tears, 
  because people do not keep your teaching.  
  



THE SECOND LESSON                                                                           Romans 8:26-39 
 

26The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but 
that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 27And God, who searches the 
heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints 
according to the will of God. 
28We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called 
according to his purpose. 29For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be 
conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a 
large family. 30And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he 
called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified. 
31What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32He 
who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him 
also give us everything else? 33Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God 
who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, 
who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. 35Who will separate us 
from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all 
day long; we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For 
I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, 
nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 
BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS 
                        
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: “Alleluia, Lord to Whom Shall We Go” 

 
 

*THE GOSPEL                                                                             Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
 

31[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a 
mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field;32it is the smallest of all the 
seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that 
the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” 
33He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman 
took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” 
44“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and 
hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 
45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46on finding 
one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 



47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught 
fish of every kind; 48when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good 
into baskets but threw out the bad. 49So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will 
come out and separate the evil from the righteous 50and throw them into the furnace of 
fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
51“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52And he said to them, 
“Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the 
master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 

THE SERMON 

*HYMN: “Jesus, Priceless Treasure”   ELW 775/LBW 457 

(song continues next page)



  
 
SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM (11:00) Katelyn Lea Saari 
 

*THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

Do you believe in God the Father? 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of 
the Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose 
again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen 

 
*THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

 Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

*BAPTISMAL WELCOME (11:00) 
We welcome you into the Lord’s family. We receive you as fellow members of the 
body of Christ, children of the same heavenly Father, and workers with us in the 
kingdom of God. 

 

*THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.   And also with you. 
 

THE OFFERING 
          Choir Anthem (8:30): “Come Sing a Joyful Song” (W. A. Mozart) 
          Organ Solo (11:00): “Offertory” (Franz Abt) 



*THE OFFERTORY: “Let the Vineyards”

*THE OFFERTORY PRAYER
Blessed are you,

God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things. Sustain us 
with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your graciousness in us, that the 
world may be fed with your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING and THE PREFACE
The Lord be with you.  And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give him thanks and praise.

*THE SANCTUS



*THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread; Forgive us our sins, as 
we forgive those who sin against us; Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen 

 
 

THE AGNUS DEI: “Lamb of God” 

 

 

 
THE DISTRIBUTION 
 
HYMN: “Be Thou My Vision”  ELW 793/WOV 776 

 
 

(song continues next page )
 

 



 
 
HYMN: “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty”                                        ELW 533/LBW 250 

 

 



*POST COMMUNION CANTICLE

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER

*THE BLESSING



*THE SENDING HYMN "God of Grace and God of Glory”   ELW 705/LBW 415 

 
*THE DISMISSAL 
 

THE POSTLUDE: “Choeur Ecclesiastique” (Charles Vincent) 



WE REMEMBER IN THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH TODAY

Redacted. Please pray for all who are lifted in prayer during the Prayers of the Church.

THE FLOWERS today are given to the glory of God by Messiah Lutheran Church Members. 

A NURSERY, staffed by Katrina Strand, is through the double doors in the Narthex leading to the 
Sunday School classrooms. Newborns, toddlers, and children up to Pre-K are welcome.

ALL ARE INVITED to enjoy coffee in the Fellowship Hall after service. 

KATELYN LEA SAARI, daughter of Jennifer and Matt is received into the Lord’s Church by the 
Sacrament of Holy Baptism today. Katelyn’s Baptismal Sponsors are Megan Fernandes and Asha 
Hertler.  May God bless Katelyn as she lives and grows in our Christian faith. 

NURSERY HELP WANTED! If you would be interested in job-sharing a nursery position, please 
contact Laurie Campbell at personnel.committee@mlutheran.org for details. 

A SPECIAL CONGREGATION MEETING is planned for today at 9:45 a.m. in the Parish Hall. The item 
on the agenda is the congregation’s approval to fund urgently needed removal of racoons who 
have gained access to MLC’s attic spaces, and the remediation of damage they and other rodents 
have caused to MLC’s attic insulation. Information about the issue can be found at the Welcome 
Center.   

BACKPACK BLESSING is today at both services.  This year’s Faith Formation theme is “Follow 
Jesus.”  Sunday School for Pre-K to Grade 12 will resume on Rally Day which is August 6! A 
“Rally Day” picnic will take place following the late service in the Parish Hall and will include a 
Hot Dog “Rally” with a variety of regional hot dog stations to explore and enjoy!  

THINKING OF JOINING MLC? NEW MEMBER SUNDAY IS SUNDAY, AUGUST 13.  If you have 
questions or are interested in becoming a member. please talk to Pastor Kris or Claire Strand. 

WALK TO END ALZHEIMERS BAKE SALE is Sunday, August 13 between and after services. POC is 
Janice Aldaco.  More information on www.mlutheran.org  Come, walk with the ‘Messiah 
Lutheran and Friends’ team at 2 p.m. on Sun., Oct. 1 at Big Spring Park. 

KIT MINISTRY ITEM – 70 Count Spiral Notebooks  FOOD PANTRY  Vienna Sausages 

Pastor Kristine Schroeder 
Music & Choir Director Randall Fields 
Director of Outreach Ministries Claire Strand 
Communication & Tech Director  Meredith Kilby 
Office Managers Bobbey Huwaldt 

Meredith Kilby 
Nursery Katrina Strand 

Acolytes Logan Rydbom (8:30) 
  Ryan Fedrick (11:00) 

Greeters    (8:30) 
 (11:00) 

Lectors Tim Pitchko (8:30) 
Jutta DeMarsh (11:00) 

Ushers  Joe & Bobbey Huwaldt (8:30) 
Tom MacNamara, Bruce Machamer (11:00) 

Cantor Adam Neely 
Altar Guild  LeeLinda Baggett/Janet Smith (8:30) 

Debbie Neely (11:00) 
Sound & Stream Team  (8:30) 

Daniel Hopkin/Lee Seitz (11:00) 
Flower Guild Jutta DeMarsh

http://www.mlutheran.org/


**CHURCH CALENDAR**
Sunday, July 30 
  8:00 a.m. – Choir Rehearsal   
  9:45 a.m. – Adult Sunday Class/Gospel of Luke 
  9:45 a.m. – Special Congregational meeting (see information at left) 
Tuesday, August 1 
  9:00 a.m. – Comforters 
Thursday, August 3 
  6:30 p.m. – Kit Ministry 
Sunday, August 6 
  8:30 a.m. - Worship: WOV Bread of Life with the Lord’s Supper 
  9:45 a.m. – Sunday School Rally Day!!  
  9:45 a.m. – Adult Sunday School on Gospel of Luke 
10:00 a.m. – Choir Rehearsal 
11:00 a.m. - Worship & Livestream: WOV Bread of Life with the Lord’s Supper 
12:00 p.m. - Worship
LOOKING AHEAD  
August 6 – Rally Day 
August 13 – ALZ Bake Sale. New Member Sunday 
August 20 – Kit & Quilt Blessing Sunday, LWR Kit Packing (Rescheduled) 
August 23 – Wednesday Night Dinner (Spaghetti Fundraiser for ALS Patient Care)  
August 30 – First Communion Class 

Attendance:  
July 16 Online: -   84   July 23 In-Person:  8:30 a.m. – 86, 11:00 a.m. – 70 

Offerings Counted July 23, 2023 

Church Ministries Kit Ministries 
Current Mortgages Messiah Mugs  
Lunches for Learning ELCA Good Gifts 
Flowers Senior Youth 
Doris Mullins Memorial Pest Control 
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Pastor Kris Schroeder 
Email: pastor.kris@mlutheran.org 
Pastor Cell Phone: 480-338-6519 

Please do not respond to messages or emails 
by Pr. Kris (staff, or council) for help or assistance 
with a “sensitive” matter that solicits money or 
help with account transfers, etc.   If you are not 
sure, please call the church office during business 
hours 

(256) 721-0041
M-F, 8:30 AM to Noon

ONLINE GIVING 
Scan the QR code to 
give to MLC today. 

VOLUNTEER SIGNUP 
Scan this to visit 

MLC’s SignUp Portal 


