
October 8, 2023
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Online Viewer Form  
For guests, friends, and members to record their viewing of MLC’s online services. 

Good Morning and Welcome!
Guests, we are so glad you are here. Please fill out the yellow “Connection Card” 
in the pew and place in the offering basket or give to the usher or the pastor as 

you leave.  Sound Assistance and staffed nursery available.  

7740 HIGHWAY 72 W | (256) 721-0041 | MLUTHERAN.ORG 

In today’s gospel reading, Jesus tells a vineyard parable, which serves as an 

image of Israel, the prophets’ mission, and Christ’s death. For Christians, the 

vineyard also speaks of God’s love poured out in the blood of Christ, given to us 

for the forgiveness of sin. Grafted onto Christ the vine at baptism, we are 

nourished with wine and bread so that we may share Christ’s sufferings and 

know the power of his resurrection. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf1h9pffP9qU-W67MdU_EB1qZHCP7kNBJdj3QLq_CVRPxxV8A/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1


SERVICE OF WORSHIP 
LBW Setting 2  

* Please stand as you are able 
 

 
PRELUDE: “’Nun danket’ (Crueger) with ‘Promenade’ (Mussorgsky)”                  (arr. Berry) 
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS 
 

 

Blessed be God, the one who forms us, ☩ Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit who 

makes our joy complete. 
Amen. 

 

Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Steadfast and faithful God, 
you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you. We are 
overwhelmed by the world’s violence and suffering. We are afraid to risk what 
we have for the sake of others. For the harm we have caused, known and 
unknown, forgive us. For the unjust demands we place on others and your 
creation, forgive us. For the ways we turn away from you and our neighbor, 
forgive us. Lead us back to you and set us on the right path; in the name of 
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 
 

Beloved in Christ, God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding. God’s compassion is 

beyond compare. In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. In ☩ Christ, you are 

already and always forgiven. 
Amen. 
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*HYMN: “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”  ELW 803 

*THE GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

 And also with you. 



*THE KYRIE 

 

 
 
 
 



*THE HYMN OF PRAISE



*THE SALUTATION 

 
 

*THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

THE FIRST LESSON                                                                       Isaiah 5:1-7  
1Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a 
vineyard on a very fertile hill. 2He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with 
choice vines; he built a watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; he 
expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes. 
3And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between me and my 
vineyard. 4What more was there to do for my vineyard that I have not done in it? When I 
expected it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes? 
5And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and it shall 
be devoured; I will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. 6I will make it a 
waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; I 
will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it. 
7For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the people of Judah are 
his pleasant planting; he expected justice, but saw bloodshed; righteousness, but heard 
a cry! 
 
THE PSALM                Psalm 80:7-15 
 7Restore us, O God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
 8You have brought a vine out of Egypt; 
  you cast out the nations and planted it. 
 9You cleared the ground for it; 
  it took root and filled the land. 
 10The mountains were covered by its shadow 
  and the towering cedar trees by its boughs.  
 11You stretched out its tendrils to the sea 
  and its branches to the river. 
 12Why have you broken down its wall, 
  so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes? 
 13The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, 
  and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it. 
 14Turn now, O God of hosts, 
  look down from heaven; 
 15behold and tend this vine; 
  preserve what your right hand has planted.  
 

 
 
 



THE SECOND LESSON  Philippians 3:4b-14 
[Paul writes:] 4bIf anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have 
more: 5circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a 
persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 
7Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 8More 
than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ 
Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as 
rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9and be found in him, not having a righteousness 
of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the 
righteousness from God based on faith. 10I want to know Christ and the power of his 
resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, 11if 
somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 
12Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on 
to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13Beloved, I do not 
consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind 
and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14I press on toward the goal for the prize of 
the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON   Rhonda Gaede 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: “Alleluia, Lord to Whom Shall We Go”

*THE GOSPEL ANNOUNCEMENT
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 21st  chapter. Glory to you, O Lord. 

*THE GOSPEL                                                                                    Matthew 21:33-46
[Jesus said to the people:] 33“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who
planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower.
Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. 34When the harvest time had
come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. 35But the tenants seized his
slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 36Again he sent other slaves,
more than the first; and they treated them in the same way. 37Finally he sent his son to
them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38But when the tenants saw the son, they said
to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ 39So they
seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 40Now when the owner of the
vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 41They said to him, “He will put those
wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him



the produce at the harvest time.” 42Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the 
scriptures: ‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was 
the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’? 
43Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a 
people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. 44The one who falls on this stone will be 
broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” 
45When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was 
speaking about them. 46They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because 
they regarded him as a prophet. 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

THE SERMON Bonnie Flowers 

*HYMN: “My Song Is Love Unknown” vs. 1-4 & 7     LBW 94  



*THE APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of
the Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose
again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

THE OFFERING
 Piano Solo (8:30): “A Vineyard Grows” (K. Lee Scott) 
 Choir Anthem (11:00): “Prayer of St. Francis” (Allen Pote)    Peggy Mabry, Accompanist 

*THE OFFERTORY: “Create in Me”

*THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

God of Grace, hear our prayer.

*THE LORD’S PRAYER
 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread; Forgive us our sins, as 
we forgive those who sin against us; Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen 



*THE BLESSING

*THE SENDING HYMN  “Savior, Again to Your Dear Name”  ELW 534/LBW 262 

THE DISMISSAL 

THE POSTLUDE: Improvisation on “HAMBURG” (Fields) 



WE REMEMBER IN THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH TODAY

Referenced during Prayers of the Church

THE FLOWERS today are given to the glory of God from Tim & Kari Pitchko in celebration of 
Greyson, Colin and Noah’s baptismal birthdays. 

A NURSERY, staffed by Katrina Strand, is through the double doors in the Narthex leading to the 
Sunday School classrooms. Newborns, toddlers, and children up to Pre-K are welcome.

THANK YOU  to Bonnie Flowers for preaching and Andrew King for leading services of worship 
today.  Pastor Keith Cook will preach and preside at services next Sunday, October 15.

PASTOR KRIS is away until October 16 for Continuing Education and to attend the Southeastern 
Synod Leadership Conference.  For pastoral care please call the church office at (256) 721-0041. 

ALL ARE INVITED to have coffee in the Fellowship Hall following the service.  Love the smell of 
fresh coffee brewing? Come join the Fellowship Coffee team! A coordinator is still needed. Interim 
coordinator: Bobbey Huwaldt. 

2024 PLANNING for MISSION Commitment Cards are being collected again today.  If you need a 
card, one is at the end of each pew.  They may be placed in the offering plate today or mailed to 
the Church Office. Thank you! You may also complete this form securely online at the link or use 
the QR code. https://form.jotform.com/MLCmadison/2024-giving-pledge 

MUSIC AT MESSIAH PRESENTS “THE BROPHY SISTERS” at 7 p.m. on Saturday, October 14. The 
concert is free, and the public is invited. Linnea (violin) and Maeve (piano) will be presenting 
works by Bach, Amy Beach, Prokofiev, and H. Leslie Adams. Donations at the door support the 
Series along with sponsorships and program advertising. Information is at the Welcome Center.

MLC’S HANDMADE MARKET is Oct 21-22 in the Parish Hall.  All sales support the three schools MLC 
sponsors through Lunches for Learning in Honduras. Come shop handmade crafts, jewelry, 
household décor, kitchen items, jams, and more.  Sale is 9 a.m. -2 p.m. Saturday, and in between 
services to 12:30 p.m. Sunday. If you have crafts to donate, please contact Elaine Shriver. 

KIT MINISTRY ITEM – Single Toothbrushes  FOOD PANTRY  Cake Mix/Frosting 

Pastor Kristine Schroeder 
Music & Choir Director Randall Fields 
Director of Outreach Ministries Claire Strand 
Communication & Tech Director  Meredith Kilby 
Office Managers Bobbey Huwaldt 

Meredith Kilby 
Nursery Attendant Katrina Strand 

Acolytes Hadley Oltmans (8:30) 
Hannah Seitz (11:00) 

Greeters    (8:30) 
(11:00) 

Lectors Matthew Kokan (8:30) 
Laura Peterson (11:00) 

Ushers Mark Thompson, Glen Long (8:30) 
Tom & Paulette McNamara (11:00) 

Cantor Mike Mabry 
Altar Guild Linda Peirce (8:30) 

Debbie Neely (11:00) 
Stream Team Glen Long (8:30) 

Claire Davis, Bob Davis (11:00) 
Flower Guild Beverly Berry 

Pastor Kris Schroeder 
Email: pastor.kris@mlutheran.org 
Pastor Cell Phone: 480-338-6519 

Please do not respond to messages or emails by Pr. Kris 
(staff, or council) for help or assistance with a “sensitive” 
matter that solicits money or asks for gift cards, help with 
account transfers, etc. Call the office if you have questions 
or concerns.  



Give Online! 

**CHURCH CALENDAR**
Sunday, October 8 
  9:45 a.m. – Sunday School for all Ages 
10:45 a.m. – Choir Practice 
12:15 p.m. – Instrumental Ensemble  
  5:00 p.m. – Jr./Sr. Youth 
Tuesday, October 10 
  9:00 a.m. – Comforters  
Wednesday, October 11 
  5:00 p.m. – Confirmation Class – Youth Room   
  5:30 p.m. - Wednesday Night Dinner – Menu: Cabbage Bundles  
  6:00 p.m. – Cherub Choir (Pre-K-Gr.1) with Claire Strand (Rm 6) 
  6:00 p.m. - Seraph Choir (Gr.2-6) with Laura Simeone (Rm 4) 
  6:30 p.m. – Notabella (Gr.7-Adult) with Rhonda Gaede (Fellowship Hall) 
 7:30 p.m. - Messiah Choir (Gr.7-Adult) with Randall Fields (Sanctuary)  

Thursday, October 12 
  6:30 p.m. – Kit Ministry 
  7:00 p.m. – Church Council Meeting 
Saturday, October 14 
 9:00 a.m. – Praise Band Rehearsal 
 7:00 p.m. - Music at Messiah Concert Series presents the Brophy Sisters 

Sunday, October 15 
 8:10 a.m. – Choir Practice 
 8:30 a.m. - Worship: LBW Setting 1 with the Lord’s Supper 
 9:45 a.m. – Sunday School for all Ages 

11:00 a.m. - Worship & Livestream: Band Led Service with the Lord’s Supper 
  5:00 p.m. – Jr./Sr. Youth  
LOOKING AHEAD  
October 21 & 22 – Handmade Market for Lunches for Learning 
October 22 – Acolyte Training 
October 29 – Town Hall Meeting / Chili Cook Off/Halloween Party 
November 4 – German Food Festival 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. 

Attendance:  
September 24 Online: -   80 October 1 In-Person:  8:30 a.m. – 61, 11:00 a.m. – 35 

www.signupgenius.com/tabs/33773DB0EA3CFEECF9-sunday

https://www.signupgenius.com/tabs/33773DB0EA3CFEECF9-sunday
https://www.signupgenius.com/tabs/33773DB0EA3CFEECF9-sunday

