
December 24, 2023 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

Good Evening and Welcome
Guests, we are glad you are here.  

Please fill out the yellow “Connection Card” in the pew and place in the offering.  
Sound Assistance and staffed nursery available.  

Online Guest Form  

Messiah Lutheran Church 
7740 Hwy 72 West, Madison, AL 35758 | (256)721-0041 |  www.mlutheran.org 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf1h9pffP9qU-W67MdU_EB1qZHCP7kNBJdj3QLq_CVRPxxV8A/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1
http://www.mlutheran.org/


SERVICE OF WORSHIP 
LBW Setting 2 

* Please stand as you are able

THE PRELUDE 
“Pastoral Symphony” (Handel)  (7:00)     Gretchen Perry, Violin 
“The Wexford Carol” (Traditional Irish Carol) 

“O Come to Us, Emmanuel” (Joseph M. Martin)  Thomas Florio, Baritone 

“Il est né, le divin Enfant” (Traditional French Carol)     Melanie Payne, Organist 
“In the Bleak Midwinter” (Gustav Holst/arr. Allen Orion Gibbs) 

*THE CHRISTMAS DIALOG

And the angel said to them, “Behold, I bring you good news of great joy.” 
“For unto us is born this night a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” 
O come, let us worship 
“Glory to God in the highest and on earth, peace to all.” 

*HYMN: “O Come, All Ye Faithful”  ELW 283/LBW 45 

Song Continues on Next Page 



*LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
Reader: To a people longing for hope … our Emmanuel, God with us.

Congregation: We live as people in the in-between who celebrate the arrival of the 
Light that shines in lost and broken places as we wait for the day when we will live in 
the fullness of God’s kingdom. 

VOCAL SOLO “We All Bow Down” (L. LeBlanc)  Pr. Bill Schroeder, Tenor 

THE FIRST LESSON     Isaiah 9:2-7 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land 
of deep darkness— on them light has shined. 3 You have multiplied the nation, you 
have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people 
exult when dividing plunder. 4 For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their 
shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 5 For 
all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be 
burned as fuel for the fire. 6 For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 His authority shall grow continually, and 
there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will 
establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward 
and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

VOCAL SOLO “The People That Walked in Darkness”  (Handel)  Thomas Florio, 
     Baritone 



THE SECOND LESSON  Titus 2:11-14 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12 training us to 
renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are 
self-controlled, upright, and godly, 13 while we wait for the blessed hope and the 
manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14 He it is who 
gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a 
people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 

VOCAL SOLO: “O Holy Night” (Adolphe Adam)  Mike Mabry, Tenor; Peggy Mabry, Piano 

THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Pr. Bill Schroeder 

*THE GOSPEL                                                                                              Luke 2:1-14

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was
governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5 He
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a
child. 6 While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their
flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do
not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the
people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the
Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth
and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

THE SERMON 



HYMN: “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”  ELW 270/LBW 60 

*THE APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, He was conceived by the power of

the Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary, He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended into hell.  On the third day 
he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 



THE OFFERING 
  Violin Solo (5:00) “Pastoral Symphony” (Handel)     Gretchen Perry 
Choir Anthem (7:00): “On Christmas Night” (Paul Manz) 

*THE OFFERTORY: “In the Bleak Midwinter” (Verse 3) ELW 294 

*THE OFFERTORY PRAYER

Lord Jesus, thank you for coming down into this world and into our lives. Thank
you for entering our darkness in order to bring us into your light. Be born in us so
we may share your love and your life in all we say and do. Amen

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING and THE PREFACE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.



*THE SANCTUS

*THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

*THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen



THE AGNUS DEI: “Lamb of God” 
 

 

 
 

 
THE DISTRIBUTION 
 

 
Communion at Messiah is open, voluntary, continuous and served at the 
railing. If you wish to participate, but not receive elements, keep your hands to 
your side when the elements pass in front of you and you will receive a blessing. 
If you are unable to approach the railing please alert an usher and the elements 
can be brought to you.  
 
Ushers will prompt your row to proceed forward via the center aisle. Kneel or 
stand at the farthest right position which is open at the rail. People before 
you will be on your right, people after you will be on your left.   After you have 
received the sacraments, and when you are ready, place the communion cup in 
the vessel as you return to your seat via the outside aisle. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN: “What Child Is This”  ELW 296/LBW 40 



HYMN: “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”  ELW 288/LBW 55 



HYMN: “Once in Royal David’s City”  ELW 269/WOV 643 

THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 

As you share the candle flame with those next to you, remember to always keep the lit candle 
upright and let the person with the unlit candle tip their candle into yours. Please be observant that 
your candle is held far enough away from clothing, hair, paper, etc.  

Battery operated candles are available for youngsters. Just see the usher. 



HYMN: “Silent Night, Holy Night!”  ELW 281/ LBW 65 

*THE CANDLELIGHT PRAYER

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true light.
Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the
last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your only Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen

 (safely extinguish your candles at this time) 

THE BENEDICTION 



*HYMN: “Joy to the World”  ELW 267/LBW 39 

DISMISSAL 

THE POSTLUDE: “Fanfare on ‘The Sussex Carol’” (Don Michael Dicie) 



WE REMEMBER IN THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH TODAY

 Please refer to the names lifted during the 
Prayers of the Church

THE FLOWERS today are given to the glory of God by members and friends of MLC to honor and 
remember loved ones as we prepare to celebrate the birth of our Lord.  Names of those honored 
and remembered are listed in this bulletin.

A NURSERY, staffed by Katrina Strand, is through the double doors in the narthex leading to the 
Sunday School classrooms.

MESSIAH’S CHURCH OFFICES WILLBE CLOSED THIS WEEK to allow staff to enjoy vacation, rest, and 
spend time with their loved ones.  If you need emergent pastoral care, please email the church 
office at office@mlutheran.org or leave a message at (256) 721-0041 as messages will be checked 
daily. Pastor Kris will be on vacation to January 14, 2024.

THIS SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31 there will be a single 10:00 a.m. Service of Worship of Lessons and 
Carols. Fellowship coffee will follow the service. 

PLEASE CHECK YOUR MEMBER MAILBOXES and retrieve your 2024 Weekly Offering Booklets. Thank 
you. 

KIT MINISTRY ITEM – Dark Towels 27 x 52 FOOD PANTRY  Mac & Cheese 

Pastor Kristine Schroeder 
Music & Choir Director Randall Fields 
Organist/Accompanist Melanie Payne 
Director of Outreach Ministries Claire Strand 
Communication & Tech Director  Meredith Kilby 
Office Managers Bobbey Huwaldt 

Meredith Kilby 
Nursery Attendant Katrina Strand 

Acolytes  Jasper Williams (5:00) 
 Greyson Pitchko (7:00) 

Ushers  Peter Woods, Mark Zesinger (5:00) 
Matthew DeMarsh, Bruce Machamer (7:00) 

Lector Lee Smith (5:00) 
Jutta DeMarsh (7:00) 

Assistants:   Mike Mabry, Pr. Bill Schroeder (5:00)
Laura Peterson, Pr. Bill Schroeder (7:00) 

Altar Guild  LeeLinda Bagget, Janet Smith (5:00) 
Jutta DeMarsh (7:00) 

Stream Team M.Kilby, Stephen Strand (5:00)
Flower Guild Beverly Berry, Jean Stuart

        Gary & Linda Heideman 

 
 
 

Pastor Kris Schroeder 
Email: pastor.kris@mlutheran.org 
Pastor Cell Phone: 480-338-6519 

Pastor’s Office Hours are M-TH 
MLC staff will never directly solicit you to 
purchase gift-cards or withdraw money for 

“sensitive matters”.  If in doubt call the church office. 

mailto:office@mlutheran.org
mailto:pastor.kris@mlutheran.org


**CHURCH CALENDAR**

 Sunday, December 24 – Christmas Eve 
  5:00 p.m. - Service of Worship: Candlelight Service w/the Lord’s Supper 
  7:00 p.m. – Service of Worship: Candlelight Service w/the Lord’s Supper 

Monday, Dec. 25 – Monday, Jan. 1 
  Church Office Closed Limited staffing  
December 31, 2023 – Lessons & Carols 
 10:00 a.m. - *Service of Worship: Lessons & Carols 
 11:00 a.m.  – Fellowship Coffee   
   No Sunday School 
*These services are live streamed on mlutheran.org

LOOKING AHEAD  
January 7, 2024 – Epiphany, Sunday School resumes 
January 10, 2024 - Wednesday Night Dinners, Choirs resume 
February 3, 2024 – Talent Show 

 

Merry Christmas and New Year’s Blessings  

 from MLC Staff and Church Congregation Council 

ONLINE GIVING 
Scan the QR code to give 

to MLC today. 



 

Holy-day Giving 2023 
 
Thank you for being the hands and feet of Christ this holiday season!  Your prayers for 

Advent hope led the world through the darkness!  You also … 

 

 helped provide 100 turkey dinners to local families in need  

 provided warm clothing, socks, scarves, coats, and blankets for clients at the 

Downtown Rescue Mission 

 cheered 21 children from the Salvation Army Angel program on Christmas morning 

with gifts of toys, bikes, clothing, and a handmade blanket  

 sent honey buns, snack cakes, and soap to inmates at Limestone Correctional Facility 

for their Christmas goodie bags 

 provided warm clothing, coats, and sundries to women and children at Owen’s House 

 collected 8 lbs of pop tabs for Ronald McDonald House in Birmingham (1 lb= 1,430 

tabs) 

 donated $250 to the Madison Library from the Ring and Sing concert  

 fed school children in Honduras by purchasing handmade “warm and woolys” and 

tree ornaments 

 shared excess greeting cards, calendars, and notepads with residents at Madison 

Village 

 answered the urgent call to fill empty food shelves at the local pantry 

 brought beauty to the sanctuary and honor to loved ones with purchases of 

poinsettias 

 gave generously to Shepherds Fold post-prison transition program 

 funded numerous missions through Messiah’s giving mall 

 and supplied precious resources, such as bees, goats, chicks, seeds and gardening 

tools worldwide through the ELCA’s Good Gifts program. 

 

If you would like more information about Messiah’s missions and ministries that take 

place throughout the year, please visit www.mlutheran.org/outreach, email Dana  

Burton, Congregation Council Rep for Outreach at outreach_rep@mlutheran.org,  or 

Claire Strand, Director of Outreach Ministries at claire@mlutheran.org.   

 

You do not need to be a member of Messiahto help us in these missions and  

we warmly welcome all.  

http://www.mlutheran.org/outreach


 

 
Christmas Flowers 

 

The following households have given flowers to beautify our sanctuary.   
They are given to the glory of God and in remembrance and honor of loved ones. 

 

Rick & LeeLinda Baggett to the glory of God; 

John & Mary Burke in honor of all families; 

Jeff, Valerie, Hannah, and Nora Christensen in memory of Bob Christensen; 

Bonnie Flowers in memory of Jim Nelson; 

Chris Fossum in memory of Jim Fossum; 

Bob & Audrey Gustafson in celebration of 50 years of marriage  
today on Christmas Eve.  

Mike and Judy Kidd in memory of Jon and Dean; 

The Pitchko Family to the glory of God; 

Joanne Weber in honor of my children and in memory of my parents; 

Linda and Paul Zutter in memory of loved ones. 


