
 

 
 

January 7, 2024 
Baptism of our Lord 

 

 
 

Good Morning and Welcome! 
Guests, we are so glad you are here. Please fill out the yellow “Connection Card” 
in the pew and place in the offering basket or give to the usher or the pastor as 

you leave.  Sound Assistance and staffed nursery available.  
 

Online Worshiper Form (Guests & Members)  
 

7740 HIGHWAY 72 W | (256) 721-0041 | MLUTHERAN.ORG 
 

Our re-creation in baptism is an image of the Genesis creation, where the 
Spirit of God moved over the waters. Both Mark’s gospel and the story in Acts 
make clear that it is the Spirit’s movement that distinguishes Jesus’ baptism 
from John’s. The Spirit has come upon us as upon Jesus and the Ephesians, 
calling us God’s beloved children and setting us on Jesus’ mission to re-create 
the world in the image of God’s vision of justice and peace. 



 

SERVICE OF WORSHIP 
Bread of Life from With One Voice 

* Please stand as you are able 
 

 

PRELUDE 
 
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

INTERLUDE 
 
*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS 

 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, creator of darkness and light, word of truth, 
wind sweeping over the waters. 

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God, our rock and refuge, 
we pour out our hearts before you. We have known you but have not always 
loved you. We have wounded one another and sinned against you. We have not 
always recognized the Holy Spirit dwelling in each of us. Remember your 
covenant. Renew your creation. Restore us, that we might proclaim your good 
news to all. 
Amen. 

 
 

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. God has spoken: The time of grace is now. In 
Jesus, the reign of God has come near. By the authority of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are 
forgiven. You are God’s beloved. 

Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

With One Voice 
A Lutheran Resource for Worship 

© 1995, Augsburg Publishing House, All rights reserved. 
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-737597. 
Reprinted with permission under CCLI License No. 275546. 

All rights reserved. Images: SundaysandSeasons.Com 
All rights reserved. Used with permission 



 

*HYMN: “Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters”                            ELW 445 /WOV 697 

 
 
*THE GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 

 And also with you. 
 

 
 
 
 



 

*THE KYRIE 

 
 

*HYMN OF PRAISE 

 
Song Continues on Next Page  



 

 

 



 

THE FIRST LESSON                                                                                        Genesis 1:1-5 
1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a 
formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept 
over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was 
light. 4And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the 
darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the first day. 

 
THE PSALM                                                            Psalm 29 

 1Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, 
  ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 
 2Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name; 
  worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness. 
 3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; 
  the LORD is upon the mighty waters. 
 4The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; 
  the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.  
 5The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; 
  the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 
 6the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 
  and Mount Hermon like a  young wild ox. 
 7The voice of the LORD 
  bursts forth in lightning flashes. 
 8The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; 
  the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.  
 9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare. 
  And in the temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!” 
 10The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; 
  the LORD sits enthroned as king forevermore. 
 11O LORD, give strength to your people; 
  give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace. 
 
 

THE SECOND LESSON                                                                    Acts 19:1-7 
 

1While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to 
Ephesus, where he found some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy 
Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that 
there is a Holy Spirit.” 3Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They 
answered, “Into John’s baptism.” 4Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of 
repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that 
is, in Jesus.” 5On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord 
Jesus. 6When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and 
they spoke in tongues and prophesied—7altogether there were about twelve of them. 



 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                             Bonnie Flowers 
 

 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: “Alleluia, Lord to Whom Shall We Go” 
 

 
 

 

*THE GOSPEL ANNOUNCEMENT 

 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 1st chapter. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

*THE GOSPEL                                                                                      Mark 1:4-11  

4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the 
people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river 
Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather 
belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one 
who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and 
untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit.” 
9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn 
apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, 
“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 
THE SERMON 
 

 
 
 
 



 

*HYMN: “When Jesus Came to Jordan”                                      ELW 305 /WOV 647 
 

 

 
*THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who  

was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the 
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand 
of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the  
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
the life everlasting. Amen 



 

*THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

 

  God of Grace, receive our prayer. 
 

 

*THE SHARING OF THE PEACE  
The peace of the Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 

THE OFFERING 
      Choir Anthem  (8:30): “The Baptism of Our Lord” (Callahan) 
      Piano Solo (11:00) 
 
 

*THE OFFERTORY: “Let the Vineyards be Fruitful, Lord” 
 

 
 

 
 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

Blessed are you, Holy One,  
for all good things come from you. In bread and cup you open heaven to us. 
Meet us at this table, that we receive what we seek and follow your Son, Jesus, 
in whose name we pray. 
Amen 



*GREAT THANKSGIVING & PREFACE
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

*THE SANCTUS: “Holy, Holy, Holy”

*THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

*THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen



 

THE AGNUS DEI 

 
 

 
 

 
THE DISTRIBUTION 
 
HYMN: “This Is the Spirit’s Entry Now”                                                          ELW 448 

 
 



HYMN: “Shall We Gather at the River”  ELW 423 

HYMN: “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright!” (not printed)  LBW (Green Hymnal) 76 



*POST COMMUNION CANTICLE: “Thankful Hearts”

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER

*THE BLESSING



*SENDING HYMN: “God, Whose Almighty Word”  ELW 673 

THE DISMISSAL 

POSTLUDE  



WE REMEMBER IN THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH TODAY

Please refer to the Prayers of the Day 

THE FLOWERS today are given to the glory of God by Beverly Berry in celebration of sister Chris 
Berry’s birthday, and Jon Eaton in celebration of Kathryn’s birthday on the 11th. 

THANK YOU to Pastor Keith Cook for preaching and leading worship today. Pastor Kris returns 
from her vacation this Saturday. Please call the church office if emergent pastoral need arises. 

A NURSERY, staffed by Katrina Strand, is through the double doors in the Narthex leading to the 
Sunday School classrooms. Newborns, toddlers and children up to Pre-K are welcome. Katrina’s last 
day as Nursery Attendant is today. Please take a moment to stop by and thank Katrina for nurturing 
MLC's wee ones and the nursery initiatives she's made this past year. Katrina is resuming her 
graduate school studies at Auburn and relocating there with her family.  MLC member Sarah Walker 
has accepted the position as Nursery Attendant and will start next Sunday, January 14.  

ALL ARE INVITED to enjoy coffee, tea, and fellowship after worship in the Fellowship Hall. 

MLC’S TALENT SHOW IS SAT. FEB. 3  at 7:00 p.m.  This year’s show will be a “calorie cabaret” of 
delectable desserts prepared by MLC’s  Youth. All are encouraged to prepare a brief act, song, or 
other talent to share as part of the event. A free will offering at the door will support youth and 
the ELCA Youth Gathering.  Contact Laura Peterson or Randall Fields if interested. 

CHANCEL FLOWER SPONSORSHIPS for Sundays in 2024 are available.  The cost to sponsor Sunday 
Flowers is $30 per household.  Up to two households can sponsor a single household. Please see 
the sign up board in the Narthex.  A new, improved sign up board is coming soon. 

THE CALL COMMITTEE FOR A SECOND ROSTERED LEADER was elected by the Council in 
December. Members are:  Phillippe Reed, Valerie Christensen, Diane Davis, Mike Mabry, Dorothy 
Seitz, and Mark Zesinger.  Please give these faithful disciples your prayers, input, and support as 
they begin this process of discernment for MLC. They will be installed in the coming weeks.     

GREETER COORDINATOR NEEDED to ensure Sunday morning guests are welcomed by friendly faces 
and warm smiles. Training, volunteer rosters and support provided. Call the office if interested.  

KIT MINISTRY ITEM – Dark Towels (52 x 27)  FOOD PANTRY  - Mac & Cheese 

Pastor Kristine Schroeder 
Music & Choir Director Randall Fields 
Director of Outreach Ministries Claire Strand 
Communication & Tech Director  Meredith Kilby 
Office Managers Bobbey Huwaldt 

Meredith Kilby 
Nursery Attendant Katrina Strand 

Acolytes Greyson Pitchko (8:30) 
Jasper Williams (11:00) 

Lectors Greg Kilby (8:30) 
Jutta DeMarsh (11:00) 

Ushers Susan & Virgil Burrer (8:30) 
Mark Thompson, Bill Holbrook (11:00) 

Cantor Martin Campbell 
Altar Guild LeeLinda Baggett (8:30) 

 Gretchen Perry (11:00) 
Stream Team Meredith Kilby (8:30) 

Daniel Hopkin, Craig Martin (11:00) 
Flower Guild Mary Burke



GIVE ONLINE 

**CHURCH CALENDAR**

Sunday, January 7 
 8:00 a.m. – Choir Rehearsal  
 9:45 a.m. – Sunday School for All Ages 
 9:34 a.m. – Coffee in Fellowship Hall 
 5:00 p.m. – Jr. & Sr. Youth Meet 

Tuesday, January 9 
  9:00 a.m. – Comforters 
Wednesday, January 10 
 5:00 p.m. – Confirmation  
 5:30 p.m. – Wednesday Night Dinner 
 6:00 p.m. – Cherub Choir  
 6:00 p.m. – Seraph Choir 
 7:30 p.m. – Messiah Choir 

Sunday, January 14 
 8:30 a.m. - Service of Worship: LBW Setting 1 w/the Lord’s Supper 

  9:45 a.m. – Sunday School for All Ages 
11:00 a.m. - *Service of Worship: LBW Setting 1 w/the Lord’s Supper 
 5:00 p.m. – Jr/Sr Youth 

*These services are live streamed on mlutheran.org

LOOKING AHEAD  
January 16 – Men of Messiah Gathering (Straight to Ale -5:30 p.m.) 
January 16 – Worship & Music Committee Meeting 
January 18 – Church Council Meeting, Kit Ministry Resumes 
January 21 - MLC Financial Overview Meeting (Time/Location TBA) 
January 22 – Women’s Book & Social Club (Kilbys, 6:30 p.m.) 
February 3 – Talent Show 
February 14 – Ash Wednesday / Lent Begins 
March 24 – Passion/Palm Sunday  
March 31 – Resurrection/Easter Sunday  

Attendance:  
December 24 - Online: 10:00 a.m. – 92, 5:00 p.m. - 102 

 In Person: 10:00 a.m. – 83, 5:00 p.m. – 187, 7:00 p.m. -  123 
December 31 - In-Person:  10:00 a.m. – 55 

SIGN UP GENIUS LINK 

www.signupgenius.com/tabs/33773DB0EA3CFEECF9-sunday

Pastor Kris Schroeder 
Email: pastor.kris@mlutheran.org 
Pastor Cell Phone: 480-338-6519 

Pastor will be out of the office until  Sunday,  
January 14 for vacation.  In the event emergent pastoral 
care is needed in her absence, please contact the church 

office at 256-721-0041.   


