
 

April 7, 2024 
Second Sunday of Easter  

 

 

Good Morning and Welcome! 
If you are an online guest today, please  

leave a record of your visit, below. Thank you!  

  

Online Guest Form  
  

7740 HIGHWAY 72 W | (256) 721-0041 | MLUTHERAN.ORG 

SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION – CHICAGO FOLK SERVICE 

The Easter season includes seven Sundays when we play in the mystery of Christ’s 
presence, mostly through the glorious Gospel of John. Today we gather with the 
disciples on the first Easter, and Jesus breathes the Spirit on us. With Thomas we ask 
for a sign, and Jesus offers us his wounded self in the broken bread. From frightened 
individuals we are transformed into a community of open doors, peace, forgiveness, 
and material sharing such that no one among us is in need. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf1h9pffP9qU-W67MdU_EB1qZHCP7kNBJdj3QLq_CVRPxxV8A/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1


* Please stand as you are able 

“Children of the Heavenly Father” (Swedish Folk Tune)     
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

INTERLUDE “Breathe on Me, Breath of God” (R. Jackson) 
*HYMN: “Christ Arose”                    

 

Song Continues on Next Page  



 
 
*GREETING  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
*SONG OF PRAISE  



 

 

FIRST READING:         Acts 4:32-35 



32Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one 
claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in 
common. 33With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34There was not a needy person 
among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds 
of what was sold. 35They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as 
any had need. 

THE PSALM:    Psalm 133 
 1How good and how pleasant it is, 
  when kindred live together in unity! 
 2It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down upon the beard, 
  upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar of his robe. 
 3It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the hills of Zion. 
  For there the LORD has commanded the blessing: life forevermore. 
 
SECOND READING:           1 John 1:1-2:2 

1We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have 
seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the 
word of life—2this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to 
you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us—3we declare to you 
what we have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our 
fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4We are writing these things 
so that our joy may be complete. 
5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and 
in him there is no darkness at all. 6If we say that we have fellowship with him while we 
are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; 7but if we walk in the light as 
he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his 
Son cleanses us from all sin. 8If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us 
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10If we say that we have not sinned, we 
make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 
2:1My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone 
does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2and he is the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole 
world. 

CHILDRENS SERMON        Bonnie Flowers 
 

 
 
 
 
 
*AL-LE-LU-LE, ALLELUIA  (Verses 1 & 6) 



 
 

*GOSPEL READING:                                                                        John 20:19-31 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his 
hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to 
them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he 
had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you 
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are 
retained.” 
24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when 
Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to 
them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of 
the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 



26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although 
the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 
you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your 
hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord 
and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed 
are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 
30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written 
in this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 

 
SERMON 
  
*HYMN OF THE DAY: “We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight”                WOV 675 

 

 
 
 
*CREED 



 



 



 
 

 
 
SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM (11:00) Evelyn Kay Root 

*BAPTISMAL WELCOME (11:00) 

We welcome you into the Lord’s family. We receive you as fellow members of the 
body of Christ, children of the same heavenly Father, and workers with us in the 
kingdom of God. 

*SHARING OF THE PEACE (11:00) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*DEACON’S PRAYER  



 

 
 

 
OFFERING        
 Notabella(11:00): “Emma’s Theme” (A. Sherman)  Gretchen Perry, Violin 
 

*OFFERTORY “Create in Me”  



 

 
 
 
 
 
*THANKSGIVING  



 

 
 
*THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 



 
*THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread; Forgive us our sins, as 
we forgive those who sin against us; Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen 

 
LAMB OF GOD 

 
 

THE DISTRIBUTION 
 

Hymn: “Breathe on Me, Breath of God”                                        ACS 941 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hymn: “Open Our Eyes, Lord"                 TFF 98 



 
 

HYMN: “Creating God, Your Fingers Trace” (not printed)    WOV 757 
 



 
*SEND US FORTH IN PEACE  

 

 
 

*THE BLESSING  



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*THE SENDING HYMN “Peace, to Soothe Our Bitter Woes”   LBW 338 



 
 
 

 
*DISMISSAL 
 
*POSTLUDE: “Crown Him With Many Crowns” (G. J. Evley) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

“Chicago Folk Service”  
© 1972, Neil A. Kjos Music Company 

Contributors Art Gorman  
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-737597. 

All rights reserved. 
Images: SundaysandSeasons.Com 

All rights reserved. Used with permission.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

WE REMEMBER IN THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH TODAY 
   
 



THE FLOWERS today are given to the glory of God by Matt & Jutta DeMarsh in celebration of 
Matthew's 32nd birthday today. 
 

ALL ARE INVITED to enjoy coffee and fellowship in the Fellowship Hall after both services.    

 

A NURSERY, staffed by Sarah Walker, is through the double doors in the Narthex leading to the 
Sunday School classrooms. Newborns, toddlers and children up to Pre-K are welcome.   

EVELYN KAY ROOT, daughter of Heather and Evan is received into the Lord’s Church by the Sacrament 
of Holy Baptism today at the 11:00 a.m. service. Evelyn’s Baptismal Sponsor is Adam Neely.  May God 
bless Evelyn as she lives and grows in our Christian faith. All are welcome to celebrate with the family 
after the late service in the Fellowship Hall.  
 

A CELEBRATION OF MISSION AND THE RETIREMENT POTLUCK FOR CLAIRE STRAND is planned for 
Sunday, April 21 at Noon in the Parish Hall. MLC will honor God’s work through this gifted and 
caring disciple.  Claire is retiring and plans to continue being active in the missions and ministries of 
MLC.  The April “Messiah Messenger” and upcoming E-Messengers” will have links and details.  
 

SPRING HANDMADE MINI MARKET to support MLC’s three Lunches for Learning schools in       
Honduras is Sunday, April 21 in the Fellowship Hall after and between services of worship. Come 
shop a wonderful selection of items perfect for gifting to teachers, friends, hosts, or enjoying 
oneself.  There’s jewelry, crocheted and knit accessories and apparel, household décor, and more! 
Cash, Check, and Credit Cards accepted.  100% of money raised goes to feed and nourish students 
through the Lunches for Learning mission. POC Elaine Shriver 
 

MUSIC CAMP 2024 REGISTRATION IS OPEN All children rising Kindergarten through rising 9th grade 
are welcome to experience Messiah Music Camp. The week-long camp is June 3 – 7, 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. with a Saturday morning dress rehearsal on June 8, and a single Sunday morning presentation 
of the musical “Say What?”  during worship on June 9 (9:30). The cost of the camp is $100.00 with 
discounts available for siblings. Visit the Music Camp website at www.musiccamp.mlutheran.org to 
register. Opportunities to volunteer will be announced soon.  
 
 

KIT MINISTRY ITEM – 4 oz. Bars of Soap  FOOD PANTRY  - Cereal 
 

Pastor Kristine Schroeder 
Director of Music Randall Fields 
Organist/Accompanist Melanie Payne 
Director of Outreach Ministries Claire Strand 
Communication & Tech Director  Meredith Kilby 
Office Managers Bobbey Huwaldt 
 Meredith Kilby 
Nursery Attendant Sarah Walker 
 
 
 
 
 
Acolytes  Leonardo Diaz (8:30)  
 (11:00) 
Greeters  (8:30)                  
  (11:00) 
Ushers   (8:30) 
 Matthew DeMarsh, Bruce Machamer (11:00) 
Lectors Bonnie Flowers (8:30)  
 Jutta DeMarsh (11:00) 

Guitar Bob Davis 
Cantor Hannah Seitz 
Altar Guild LeeLinda Baggett (8:30)  
 Karen Arnold, Jon & Kathryn Eaton (11:00) 
Stream Team Glen Long, Lee Seitz 
Flower Guild  Jutta DeMarsh

http://www.musiccamp.mlutheran.org/


 

**CHURCH CALENDAR** 

 

Sunday, April 7 
  9:45 a.m. – Sunday School for All 
  5:00 p.m. – Jr/Sr Youth Meeting 
  6:30 p.m. - Notabella 
Tuesday, April 9 
  9:00 a.m. – Comforters 
Wednesday, April 10  
  5:00 p.m. – Confirmation Class 
  5:30 p.m. – Wednesday Night Dinner –  
  6:00 p.m. – Cherub Choir  
  6:00 p.m. – Seraph Choir 
  7:45 p.m. – Messiah Choir 
Thursday, April 11 
  6:30 p.m. – Kit Ministry 
  7:00 p.m. – Church Council Meeting   
Sunday, April 14  
  8:00 a.m. - Choir Rehearsal    
  8:30 a.m. - Service of Worship: Now the Feast w/the Lord’s Supper 
  9:45 a.m. – Sunday School for All 
11:00 a.m. - *Service of Worship: Now the Feast w/the Lord’s Supper 
  5:00 p.m. – Jr/Sr Youth Meeting 
  6:30 p.m. - Notabella 
*These services are live streamed on mlutheran.org  
 

LOOKING AHEAD  
April 20 -  Messiah “Artreach” Card Worshop 
April 21 –  Mini Handmade Market – Fellowship Hall  
               Celebration of Mission & Retirement of Claire Strand Potluck 
May 5 - Congregation Meeting with Elections and Potluck 
May 19 – Pentecost Sunday, Affirmation of Baptism, Graduate Blessings 
June 3 – 9 – Messiah Music Camp  
 

Attendance:  
March 24 - Online – 52 March 31 - 8:30 a.m. – 181,  11:00 a.m. – 133 
 

 

Online Giving 
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