
 
 

April 28, 2024 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

 
 

 
 

Good Morning and Welcome! 
If you are an online worshiper or guest today, please  

leave a record of your time with us online. Thank you!  
  

Online Guest Form  
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This Sunday’s image of how the risen Christ shares his life with us is the 
image of the vine. Christ the vine and we the branches are alive in each other, 
in the mystery of mutual abiding described in the gospel and the first letter of 
John. Baptism makes us a part of Christ’s living and life-giving self and 
makes us alive with Christ’s life. As the vine brings food to the branches, 
Christ feeds us at his table. We are sent out to bear fruit for the life of the 

ld  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf1h9pffP9qU-W67MdU_EB1qZHCP7kNBJdj3QLq_CVRPxxV8A/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1


SERVICE OF WORSHIP 
Bread of Life from With One Voice 

* Please stand as you are able 
 

 

PRELUDE “Shall We Gather at the River” (Dale Wood)                    Melanie Payne, Organist 
 
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

INTERLUDE (8:30) 
INVOCATION (11:00)  “1, 2, 3, 4, 5, Jesus Christ Is Now Alive”       Cherub Choir 

          Bonnie Flowers, Director 
 
*THANKSGIVING OF BAPTISM 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the wellspring of grace, our Easter and our joy. 
Amen. 
 
Look, here is water! 
Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 
Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what God has done for us. 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice thundered over the deep 
and water became the essence of life. Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. 
The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day. Miriam led the dancing 
as your people passed through the sea into freedom’s land. In a desert pool the 
Ethiopian official entered your boundless baptismal life. 
Look, here is water! 
Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 
At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you opened the floodgates of your 
reconciling love, freeing us to live as Easter people. We rejoice with glad hearts, 
giving all honor and praise to you, through the risen Christ, our source of living water, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Look, here is water! 
Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

 
 
 
 

With One Voice 
A Lutheran Resource for Worship 
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*HYMN: “There in God’s Garden”                       ELW 342 /WOV 668 

 
 



*THE GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 

 And also with you. 
 

*THE KYRIE 

 
 

*HYMN OF PRAISE 

 
Song Continues on Next Page  



 

 
 
*THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 



THE FIRST LESSON                                                                                        Acts 8:26-40 
26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that 
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 27So he got up and 
went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of 
the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to 
worship 28and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet 
Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 30So Philip 
ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand 
what you are reading?” 31He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he 
invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. 32Now the passage of the scripture that he 
was reading was this: “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent 
before its shearer, so he does not open his mouth. 33In his humiliation justice was denied 
him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, 
about himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip began to speak, and starting with 
this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 36As they were going 
along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! 
What is to prevent me from being baptized?” 38He commanded the chariot to stop, and 
both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized 
him. 39When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; 
the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself 
at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to 
all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 

 
THE PSALM                                                            Psalm 22:25-31 

 25From you comes my praise in the great assembly; 
  I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD. 
 26The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 
  Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts live forever! 
 27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD; 
  all the families of nations shall bow before God. 
 28For dominion belongs to the LORD, 
  who rules over the nations. 
 29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship; 
  all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the LORD. 
 30Their descendants shall serve the LORD, 
  whom they shall proclaim to generations to come. 
 31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn, 
  saying to them, “The LORD has acted!”  
 
THE SECOND LESSON                                                                    1 John 4:7-21 

 

7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born 
of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9God’s 
love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we 
might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and 



sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so 
much, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one 
another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 
13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his 
Spirit. 14And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of 
the world. 15God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide 
in God. 16So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. 
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 17Love 
has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, 
because as he is, so are we in this world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts 
out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached 
perfection in love. 19We love because he first loved us. 20Those who say, “I love God,” 
and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister 
whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 21The commandment 
we have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.\ 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                           Chris Berry 
 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: “Alleluia, Lord to Whom Shall We Go” 
 

 
 

 

*THE GOSPEL ANNOUNCEMENT 

 

The Holy Gospel according to John, the 15th chapter. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

*THE GOSPEL                                                                                      John 15:1-8 

[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He removes every 
branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear 
more fruit. 3You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide 
in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the 
vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the branches. Those 
who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do 
nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such 
branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words 
abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified 
by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.” 



The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

THE SERMON 
 

*HYMN: “We Know That Christ is Raised”                                      ELW 449 /LBW 189 
 

 

 
*THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who  

was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the 
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand 
of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the  
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
the life everlasting. Amen 



*THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

 

  God of Grace, hear our prayer. 
 

 

*THE SHARING OF THE PEACE  
The peace of the Lord be with you.    And also with you. 

 

THE OFFERING 
     Piano Solo (8:30): “Morning Has Broken”  (Bunessan/W. Haviland) 
 Choir Anthem (11:00): “Like the Murmur of the Dove's Song” (P. Cutts) 
 

*THE OFFERTORY: “Let the Vineyards be Fruitful, Lord” 
 

 
*OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

Risen One,  
you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer here be signs of 
your abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world, through Jesus Christ, 
our true vine. 
Amen. 

 
*GREAT THANKSGIVING & PREFACE 

The Lord be with you.     And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts.   We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



*THE SANCTUS: “Holy, Holy, Holy” 

 
*THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 
THE AGNUS DEI 

 



THE DISTRIBUTION 
 
HYMN: “Let All Things Now Living”                                                          ELW 881 

 



HYMN: “Now the Green Blade Rises”                                                 ELW 379 

 
 

 
HYMN: “Awake, O Sleeper”  (not printed)          WOV (Blue Hymnal) 745 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



POST COMMUNION CANTICLE (8:30): “1, 2, 3, 4, 5, Jesus Christ Is Now Alive”  Cherub Choir 
 
*POST COMMUNION CANTICLE (11:00): “Thankful Hearts”  

 

 
 
*POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

*THE BLESSING 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*SENDING HYMN: “Now All The Vault of Heaven Resounds”                                  ELW 367 

 
 
THE DISMISSAL 
 

POSTLUDE “Little Prelude in F”  (JS Bach) 



WE REMEMBER IN THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH TODAY     

  
Online worshipers should refer to names given during “Prayers of the Church”  

 
THE FLOWERS today are given to the glory of God by Andrew King in celebration of his mother 
Susan’s birthday and Claire Strand in love and appreciation for the beautiful blessing and retirement 
celebration. 
  

ALL ARE INVITED to enjoy coffee and fellowship in the Fellowship Hall after both services.   

 

A NURSERY, staffed by Sarah Walker, is through the double doors in the Narthex leading to the 
Sunday School classrooms. Newborns, toddlers and children up to Pre-K are welcome. 
 

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE CHANGE  starting May 26 and ending July 28, MLC will have a 
single Sunday morning Service of Worship at 9:30 a.m fellowship following the service. The Adult 
Sunday School will meet at 8:30 a.m. and Coffee fellowship will follow the service.    

A TOWN HALL MEETING will take place next today, in the Fellowship Hall. Council leaders will 
review the May 5 Congregation Meeting agenda and provide updates on MLC’s current financials, 
demographics, and possible endowments.  Round table discussions on use of parsonage sale 
proceeds are also planned.  
 

CONGREGATION MEETING MAY 5 with elections immediately following the 11:00 a.m. service. 
All confirmed members should plan to attend. Notices were sent Thursday.  
 

A “CINCO DE MAYO” CHURCH POTLUCK is planned for May 5 immediately after the Congregation 
Meeting.  Use the QR code on the next page to sign up to volunteer and say what you will bring. 
 

BLESSING BASKETS for MLC’s five high school graduates are ready to be filled in the Narthex with 
items a young adult needs in the next chapter of their lives. Deadline to bring items is May 19 
before the 8:30 a.m. service. There’s also a tag on each one to write a quick blessing for them. 

 

COME, VOLUNTEER FOR MUSIC CAMP 2024  Both adults and older youth are needed. Please see 
the MLC E-Messenger for information and a link to the Music Camp online volunteer form.  
Registration continues for Music Camp! we currently have over 21 campers registered for the 
June 3 - June 9 camp with plenty of room for more happy campers.  Camp details and registration 
links can be found at www.musiccamp.mlutheran.org  Questions? Contact the church office.   
 
 
 

KIT MINISTRY ITEM – 4 oz. Bars of Soap  FOOD PANTRY  - Cereal 
 

 

Pastor Kristine Schroeder 
Director of Music Randall Fields 
Organist/Accompanist Melanie Payne 
Communication & Tech Director  Meredith Kilby 
Office Managers Bobbey Huwaldt 
 Meredith Kilby 
Nursery Attendant Sarah Walker 
 
 
 
 
 

Acolytes  Greyson Pitchko (8:30)  
   Jude Williams (11:00) 
Greeters  Steve & Linda Peirce (8:30)  
Lector Joe Huwaldt (8:30)  
  Mike Mabry (11:00) 
Ushers   Joe Huwaldt, Owen Wasmoen (8:30) 
  Bill Hollbrook, Bruce Machamer(11:00) 
Cantor Andrew King  
Altar Guild   LeeLinda Baggett (8:30) 
 Pat Esteppe (11:00) 
Stream Team Meredith Kilby, Paul Zutter(11:00) 
Flower Guild Linda Heideman 
 
 
 

Pastor Kris Schroeder 
Email: pastor.kris@mlutheran.org 
Pastor Cell Phone: 480-338-6519 

Pastor’s Office Hours are M-W 
MLC staff will never directly solicit you for funds. 

http://www.musiccamp.mlutheran.org/


 

**CHURCH CALENDAR** 

 

Sunday, April 28 
  9:45 a.m. – Sunday School for All Ages 
  9:45 a.m. – Town Hall in Fellowship Hall 
10:30 a.m. - Choir Rehearsal 
12:00 p.m. - Moe's Strawberry Picking 
  5:00 p.m. – Jr/Sr Youth Group 
  6:30 p.m. - Notabella 
Tuesday,  April 30   
  9:00 a.m. – Comforters 
Wednesday, May 1 
  5:00 p.m. – Confirmation  
  6:00 p.m. – Cherub Choir,  Seraph Choir 
  7:30 p.m. – Messiah Choir 
Thursday,  May 2 
  6:30 p.m. – Kit Ministry 
Sunday, May 5 
  8:00 a.m. – Choir Rehearsal 
  8:30 a.m. - Service of Worship: LBW Setting Two w/the Lord’s Supper 
  9:45 a.m. – Sunday School for All Ages 
  9:45 a.m. – Instrumental Ensemble Rehearsal 
11:00 a.m. - *Service of Worship: LBW Setting Two w/the Lord’s Supper 
12:00 p.m. - Congregation Meeting with Elections – Sanctuary and Cinco De Mayo Potluck-Parrish 
Hall 
  5:00 p.m. – Jr/Sr Youth Group 
  6:30 p.m. - Notabella 
*These services are live streamed on mlutheran.org  
 

LOOKING AHEAD  
May 19 – Sunday School (Pre-K to Gr. 12) last day, Pentecost Sunday, Affirmation of Baptism,   and 

Graduate Blessings / Basket Presentations 
May 26 - Summer Sunday Worship Schedule starts 
June 3 – 9 – Messiah Music Camp Week with Presentation of “Say What?”  
June 11 - 15 - Disaster Relief Mission Trip 
June 17 – 20 - Vacation Bible School “Waves of Gratitude” @ St. Matthews Episcopal 
 

 

Attendance:  
April 14 - Online – 52   April 21 - 8:30 a.m. – 89,  11:00 a.m. – 102 

 

 
 

 

Online Giving 
 

Cinco de Mayo Picnic 
 


