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JANUARY SERVICES OF WORSHIP  LBW = Lutheran Book of Worship |  WOV = With One Voice 
LS = Lord’s Supper 

All services will include the Lord’s Supper unless otherwise noted. 

Date             Services at 8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. (also livestreamed) unless otherwise noted 

Jan 7   Epiphany With One Voice Bread of Life w/LS—Pastor Keith Cook, presiding 
Jan 14   LBW Setting 1 w/LS 
Jan 21   LBW Setting 1 w/LS at 8:30; Band-Led service at 11:00 w/LS 
Jan 28   LBW Setting 2 w/LS 

Pastor’s Page  Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold 
and frankincense and myrrh. 

-Matthew 2:11b 

SAVOR GOD’S GRACE 
It is hard to believe that another year is upon us.  Several years ago, I received a small 

Advent devotional booklet. That little book emphasized savoring God’s grace.  The more I 

pondered, and the closer I got to the foot of the manger on Christmas Eve, that word 

really struck me.  S-A-V-O-R!    

We often relate this word to food that we eat: taking in -- every – last -- morsel with 

delight and lingering in enjoyment.  Isn’t that what God desires for each of us?  To take in 

every morsel of God’s goodness, love, and grace in sheer delight and extended 

enjoyment?  As we begin a new year, may we focus on the “savor,”  taking time to savor 

God’s true goodness, taking time to linger in enjoyment of ALL that God has given AND, 

in true gratitude, give to others. 

We will soon enter the season of Epiphany (January 6th), when the Magi bring gifts to the Christ Child. As you are 

likely aware, MLC has a strong outreach program.  I’d like us to consider the “savor” as we enter this season of 

light we call Epiphany.  In our “savor,” we learn to share.  God has given each of us much; how will we be the 

Epiphany light to those who are displaced, outcast, and in need, just like Mary, Joseph, and the baby Jesus?  The 

opportunities are endless.  May others find comfort and support as we share our gifts of gratitude for all the Christ 

Child has done for us.  

Together, may we join the Magi and shower the Christ Child with love! 

                                             ~ Pastor Kris 

A New Year’s Message from Council President, Neda Ballard 
Dear Members and Friends of Messiah Lutheran Church, 

For those that do not know me, my name is Neda Ballard, and I have been serving 

as your Council President since being elected in May.  Our past year has been one 

of many transitions – calling Pastor Kris, electing a new council, hiring our music 

director, hiring an organist, and now starting the process of calling a second 

rostered leader.   The way we lead our community has evolved as well.  While having a council president is not 

new, the position being held by a lay person of our community is new, and I am honored to be serving you.   

I fully believe we have a loving and talented community filled with people who want to serve.  Some are serving 

already, and others are not quite certain how or where they fit.  If you find yourself wondering how you can help, I 

would be happy to talk with you and help to find the right opportunity for you.  One thing I have learned in this 
(Continued on page 7) 

Save this date!  
January 21 

MLC Financial  Overview 

Meeting 

Time/Location TBA 

Pastor Kris Schroeder 
pastor.kris@mlutheran.org 






















